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Wolof Gramm ar Notes: Stative versus Active Verbs

Wolof does not have adjectivesand few adverbs of manner. Instead verbsand verb phrases are used to modify nouns
and verbs. Thusthere aretwo kindsof verbsin Wolof.
Active verbs are those which indicate an action or process.
eg. lekk toeat
Stativeverbs are usually verbs which indicae being in a particular gate or static condition.
e.g. baax to be good

A smdl number of verbscan take either snse dependingon the context. Inthe casewhere averb carriesboth an active
and a passive sense, the “di” indicatesthe active incomplete sense.
e.g toog tositdown (active), to be seated (stative)

Mu ngi toog. He is gtting down.

Mu ngiy toog. He is in the processof stting down.
Maangi toog. | am seated.

Maangiy toog. | amin the process of sittingdown.

The difference in meaning can sometimes be subtle. For ingance: “xalaat” means to think about, ponder, an active
process of an activeverb. Whereas “food’ means to think, or believe, a gate of being of astative verb.

One of the most concrete differences between these two kinds of Wolof verbs hasto do with the use of the presentative
-ang. Activeverbs can be modified by -angi, while stative verbsordinarily cannot. This provides the quickest way to
tell where a Wolof verb is active or stative: Simply ask anative speaker whether one can say “Mu ngi x” where“x” is
the verb in question.

References:

Peace Corps Course: pp 39, 49

JApprendsle W ol of: pp 213, 2150

PhD Thedsof Eric Church: pp 26

Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 4-6

Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 33 Revised 6 August, 1999

Wolof Grammar Notes: General Comments on the Wolof Verb

1. Often it is only the context (verbal pronouns or artides) which permits one to diginguish between averb and a
noun.
e.g the word liggéey could be a verb or anoun.
Damay liggéey. | am working.
Liggéey bi metti na. The work is hard.
2. TheWolof verbal system is more concerned with aspect than time Even if one can distinguish the past, present

or future, the verbal structures work around compl eted or uncompl eted actions. It revealswhether an actionis
momentaneous or habitual; a its gart or at its end; single or multiple recent or far away; accomplished or
unaccomplished.

3. There are three voices in Wolof: active; ssmi-active; pasdve.
a.  The passiveand semi-activeare formed by addingthe suffix -u.
e.g. Aali tg nabunt ba. Ali closed the door.
Bunt bi t&u na. The door is closd.
Aali gaafiu na. Ali isinjured.

b. The passive can also be formed by using the 3 person plural form with an active form. In this case it
indicates the equivalent of the English structure “one ...”.
eg. Noo ngi may gis One hasseen me. OR | have been sen.
c. Thepassvecanalso be indicated by the structure - ees/-eef.
See Samb p 109-113 for more details.



Wolof Grammar Notes: Imperative

Formation:

Notes:

Sngular:  Verb + -al (if verb ends in consonant e.g. waxal) [+/- object pronouns]
Verb +-I (if verb endsin i, u or along vowel e.g. noppi/)
Verb + -vowel + -l (if verb ends in any other vowel e.g. boolee!)
Verb +-wal (if verb ismonosyllabic ending in avowd e.g. jiwal)

Plural Verb + -leen (e.g. waxleen, noppileen, booleleen) [+/- object pronouns]

When theimperative singular isfollowed by an object pronoun, the mark -al/-l isdropped. The plural form does
not change when followed by a pronoun.

e.g. Nuyul! Greet!

cf.  Nuyu mal and Nuyuleen ma! Greet mel

The suffix -al also can have the meaning “to do for someone else”.
e.g. Nuyul mako! Greet him for me!
c.f  Nuyu mal Greet me!

When two commands are given one after another, only the first one takes the imperative suffix.
e.g. Demal toog! Go and st down!
Tooga te noppi! Sit down and be quiet!

In aseri esof commandsnumbering greater than two verbs, the third verb will often be in the form of the minimum
verb congruction.

eg. Néwal, toogte ngawax ak man! Come, sit and talk with me!

Exceptions to rule:

Kaay! Come here!
Am! Here, have this!
I ndi! Bring!

Theimperative dso existsinacontinuousformwith “di” giving the sense of acommandment which oneisto do
continuously or habitually. Inthiscase an object pronoun precedesthe main verb, and the“1” of deel is dropped.
deel/deeleen/dee [+/- object pronoun] + verb

Affirmative Negative
Deel jang Bul di jang
Deeleen jang Buleen dijang

e.g. Deeleen fiaan ci xeeti fiaan yépp ci kattanu Xel mu Sell mi (Eph 6:18)
Dee ko jox buy Have the habit of gvinghim monkey bread.

The optative form (na nga dem) is also a form of imperative, as is the negative interrogative (doo dem?). All these
imperative forms only have one negative form: bul.



10. Negative
2™ person singular is formed by bul [+/- object pronoun] + verb

e.g. Bul wax! Don't speak!
The “I” of “bul” is dropped before a pronoun object, fi or ci
e.g. Buko wax! Don't say it!
2™ person pl ural is formed by buleen [+/- object pronoun] + verb
e.g. Buleenwax! Don't speak!

In Wolof, a negative imperative gructure al so exists for 1% and 3 persons as a subjunctive negative.

Singular Plural
1°* person buma [+/- object pronoun] + verb bunu/bufiu [+/- object pronoun] + verb
2" person bu(l) [+/- object pronoun] + verb buleen [+/- object pronoun] + verb
3" person bumu + verb bufiu [+/- object pronoun] + verb

bu +[+/- object pronoun] + subject + verb

e.g. Bumako gisl May | not see it!
Bufiu wax! Let them not speak!
Bu Moodu fiéw! Let Moodu not comel!
Bu xg bi dugg! May the dog not enter!
Bu ko fiépp xam! May everyone know it!
Bu ma kenn toofi! May no-one do mewrong!

In aseriesof negative verbs, the second is not marked. When the negative imperativeisfollowed by apositive command
then, the imper ative mark appears.

e.g. Bul yéegtoog Do not climb up and st down!
Bul déféenu, jaaxaanal! Do not lie on your stomach, lie on your back!
References:
Peace Corps Course: pp 50, 76, 169,176
JApprendsle W ol of: pp 20
Baptist course: pp 8f, 46
PhD Thedsof Eric Church: pp 76, 162-168, 173-177
Notes on W olof Grammar (Stewart): pp 25-27
Initiation ala Grammaire Wolof (Samb): pp 99-100
Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 6
Xam sa lakk: pp 68, 73
Exercises:

JApprendsleWal of: pp 24, 33-36, 180



Wolof Grammar Notes: Present Continuous/Presentative (Mu ngi)

Formation:
Noun or subject pronoun + a ngi/a nga [+/- object pronouns] [+/- di] [+/-verb] [+/-object]
e.g. Maa ngi koy jang | am studying it
Singular Plural
1**person maa ngi nu ngi/ fiu ngi
2" person | yaa ngi yeen a ngi
3" person mu ngi fiu ngi
/mi ngi
Notes:
1. Some reg onsdi stingui sh between “nu” (1% person plural) and fiu (3™ person plural). Other regions make no such

distinction using fiu for both cases. Thisistruefor al the subject and object pronouns of all modes.

2. Usage:

a. When used with either a nominal subject or a subject pronoun with a verb, it indicates someone or
something performing an action which isgoing on at the timeof speaking. It isapproximatdy equiva ent
to the English present continuous tense.

e.g. Jobangi wax. Diop is speaking.

b.  When used with either anominal subject or asubject pronoun without a verb it indicates something or
someone which exists at the time of speakingi.e. “Here is/thereis”.

eg. Kér angi. Here isa house.

Maangi. Here | am.
3. When used with nouns as subject:

a When the definite article follows the noun, the “a@” of “angi” is doubled and added to the noun class
consonant.

eg. Ké gaangi. Here isthe house.

b. Intheabsnce ofthe definite article the noun in indefinite. Anindefinite plurd subject isindicaed by “ay”
preceding the subject.

e.g. Kérangi. Here isa house.

Ay kér angi. Here are some hou ses.

¢c.  When the noun without article endsin anon-geminatedfinal consonant, then the consonant before the“a”
of “angi”, is pronounced asit would be when the possessve -u is added.

e.g. Xa ang baw. Here isadog which s barking.

d.  When the noun without article endsin a vowel the“a” of “ang” is fused onto the noun following the
normal Wolof phonetical rules.

eg. Kaalaangi. Hereisaturban. (kaala)

Gunee ng fo. Here isachild who is playing. (gune)
Sa jaaroo ngi lang. Y our earing is falling. (jaaru)
4, The base -ang- has several suffixeswhich givespatio-temporal definition, oftenincombination withthe f- and

n- class auxiliaries. A doubling of the vowel or addition of the suffix -le indicaes insistance; f- indicatesnon-
visibility; n- indicates visibility.

a
e.g

-i indicates proximity to the speaker.
Maangi bey.

The range of possibilitiesis: angi; angii; angi fi; angi fii; angi ni; angi nii
Normally the mark of incompl eteness, di, disappearswhen -iisused, but may be used when one wantsto emphadszethe
difference between the compleed and uncompl eted.

eg.

Maa ngi liggéey oto. | am a mechanic.

Maa ngy liggéey oto. Herel am repairing a car.

Mu ngi toog. He isdtting.

Mu ngiy toog. He is in the processof dtting down.



b.
e.g.
The range of
C.
eg.
The range of
d.
e.g.
The range of
5.
eg.
6.

being

5

-aindicates that theaction isremote. then the form anga + di (oritsvariant y) is used. By definition, the

remote form can only be used with the 3" person singular or plural, asfirst and second persons cannot be

remote.

Job a ngay wax. Diop is speaking (over there).

possibilitiesis: anga; angale; angee; anga fa; anga fale; anga fee; anga nale; anga nee;

-uindicatesan indeterminate position. Thismay beanimpreciselocation or somewhere between closeand

far away egecially if there is a doubling of the u

Mu ngu fu. He is there somewhere (but | am not really interested).

Mu ngu nuu. Hereit is (pa example avill age situated akilometre away or aneedle
found some way away).

possibilitiesis angu; anguu; angu fu; angu fuu;

-00g indicates the resumption of a subject about which one has already spoken

Job angooguley dem. Here isDiop (about whom we spoke) whois going.

Maa ngoog. Here | am (Now you know who | am).

Mungoogd! Exactly!

possibilitiesis: angoog; angoogu; angoogul e; angoogal e; angoogee

When there isan object pronoun oneisrequired to use di (or its variant y)

Nu ngi lay nuyu They are greeting you.
Maa ngi leen di taggu. | am bidding you (pl) farewell.

Thepresentativeisonly used with active verbs, not with stative verbs (althoughth ere are some exceptions, mainly

verbs which have both an active and a stative sense).

For verbs which can be both active or passive:
the accomplished indicates the passive sense
the unaccomplished indicates the active sense.

eg. Mu ngitoog. He is sated.
Mu ngiy toog. Heisin the processof dtting down.
7. Inits negative form the presentative only ever uses the -ul sries auffixes on theverb.
Singular Plural
1* person -uma -unu /ufiu
2" person -uloo -uleen
3" person -ul -ufiu
e.g. Maangi wax. | am speaking.
Waxuma. | am not speaking.
References:
Peace Corps Course: pp 7f, 29, 49
JApprendsleWol of: pp 21f,78.1, 212
Baptist course: pp 2, 82
PhD Thedsof Eric Church: pp 71, 115-125
Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 1f
Initiation ala Grammaire Wolof (Samb): pp 88
Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 5, 12
Xam sa lakk: pp 64
Exercises:

JApprendsleWal of:
Baptist Course:

pp 24-26, 37f, 59-63, 80

pp 22 Revised 6 August, 1999



Wolof Grammar Notes: Completion Marker (Na)

Formation: [+/-nominal subject] + verb + na [+/- object pronouns] [+/- nominal object]

Usual form Elongated form
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1* person naa nanu/nénu 1* person naa/ namaa nanoo /nafoo
/nafiu

2" person | ngaa ngeena

2" person | nga ngeen N
3" person naa nafioo

3™ person na/né nafiu/néfiu

Impersonal: -eesna
e.g. jaayeesna, jaayeesoon na One sold it

Notes:
1. With Stative Verbs

It represents a state or condition which existsat the time of speaking. It indicatesliterally that the coming into
beingof the state or condition has been compl eted. In alooser sense however, it can be considered as s mply a present
tense marker for stative verbs.

e.g. Ceeb bineex na Therice is good

2. With Active Verbs

It representsan action completed; achieved either in past or present. Sometimesthis agpect denoteswhat would
seemto be present action or a gate of being but this has come to be a condition because of acompleted action in the
past. It isapproximately equivalent to the English present perfect tense, but theideahas more of asense of completeness
than that of past/present distinction. In relation to the speaker the action could have been completed today or 100 years
ago without changing the structure of the mode.

eg. Wax naa. | have spoken.
Lekk nga. Y ou have eaten.
3. Elongated form is used in double verb constructions when subject pronoun islast syllable before second verb.
eg. Warngaadem. Y ou mug go.
4. When usage causes ambiguity (1% & 3" person plural; 1% & 3™ person singular elongated) the sentence may be

restructured using independent pronoun + completed object predicator (see Wolof Grammar Notes: Object
Pronouns 2.b)

5. Negative:  Conjugated Negative Suffix -ul/-wul (See negation notes: Section A)

References:

Peace Corps Course: pp 9, 30, 49f
JApprendsleWolof: pp 42, 212
Baptist course: pp 31, 43

PhD Thedsof Eric Church: pp 67f, 142-146
Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 6-8, 50
Initiation ala Grammaire Wolof (Samb): pp 59, 62
Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 4, 13

Xam sa lakk: pp 64
Exercises:

Baptist Course pp 32 Revised 6 August, 1999



Wolof Grammar Notes: Complement & Object Predicator (La)

Formation: Noun/noun clause/independent question word/adverb/number + la[+/- verb]

Singular Plural
1* person laa lanu/lénu/lafiu
2" person nga/ngé ngeen
3" person la/lé lafu/1&iu
Impersonal: lees (rare)
e.g. Fiileesko gise Itisherethat one saw it
Notes:
1. Function:

a.  To predicate the noun, pronoun or question word. That is, to make the noun, pronoun or question words
complement of the subject - “to be” in English.

b.  Emphasize the object of averb. It isthe Sructure used in response to questions like:
Lan ngay def? Foo joge? etc..

2. Usage:
a As complement predicator

[+/-nominal subject/pronoun], nominal object/noun clause/independent question word/adverb/number +
predicator

e.g. Man, Ameriken laa. Me, | am American.
Lii, cin la. This itisacauldron.
Nan lafiu? Who are they?
Fii la. It is here.
Benn la. It's one; it's one and the same.

b.  As object predicator
nominal subject/pronoun, + nominal object/indegpendent pronoun + predicator (conjugated) [+/ di] + main verb

e.g. Ameriklaajoge. It isfrom Americathat | come
Cin laabégg. It is a cauldron that | want
Nan lafiu dem Dakar? Who are they who are going to Dakar?
Moom la gis. It is him that he has seen.
Xale yi, ay tangal | afiu bégg. The children, it is lolliesthat they want.

When the nominal subject is placed in front of the phrase asin the | ast example, then thereis a short pause in speech
between the subject and the complement.

or nominal object/pronoun + predicator (unconjugated) [+/- di] + nominal subject/pronoun + main verb
When the subject appears directly before theverb, thenneutra form “la’ (i.e. unconjugated) is used.
e.g. Aytangd laxaeyi bégg. It is lolliesthat the children want.
Benn sagar la jigéen ji féote boal yi. It iswith acloth that the woman has washed the dishes.
3. When ‘di' is used with main verb it isattached to object predicator inform*-y'. For the 2™ person plural (ngeen)

‘di*isused. Di cannot be used when it is actingas a complement predicator (i.e. no verb). When“ di” is present,
it indicatesthat the action is not yet accomplished (an action occurringat the time of speakingor about to happen
inthe near future). When “di” isnot present then the action hasbeen completed at the time of speaking.

e.g. Tefeslaay dem It is to thebeach | will go/fam going
Tefesngeen di dem It is to thebeach tha you (pl) will go/are going
4, When the complement is preceded by an indefinite article, then the phrase is more precise.
e.g. Nitlaa | amhuman.

Ak nit laa. | ama human.



5. Negative
a.  Whenactingasacomplement predicator (i.e. noverb) the“du” negative formisused (seenegation notes).
eg. Liitéerela =< Lii du téere
Thisisa book Thisisnot a book
This form is incompatibl e with the -ul negative form.
b.  When acting as an object predicator (i.e. includes verb) the -ul/-wul negative suffix, non conjugated is
used, with the rest of construction remaining unaltered (see negation notes).
e.g. Moom laagis = Moom laa g sul
It is him | have seen It's not him that | have seen

Also‘du' can be used before the complement.

e.g Dumoom laa gis | haven't seen him
References:
Peace Corps Course: pp 30, 51
JApprendsleWal of: pp 30, 42f, 213
Baptist course: pp 12, 23f
PhD Thedsof Eric Church: pp 69, 126-132
Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 11-14, 31
Initiation a la Grammaire Wolof (Samb): pp 60, 63
Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 5, 11
Xam salakk: pp 64
Exercises:
JApprendsle W ol of: pp 36f, 44f, 89

Baptist Course: pp 21 Revised 6 August, 1999



Wolof Grammar Notes: Explicative (Dafa)

Formation: [+/-Nominal Subject] + Dafa[+/- object pronoun] [+/-di] + verb [+/ nominal object]

Usual Form Elongated Form
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1* person dama danu/dafiu 1*' person damaa danoo/dafioo
2" person | danga dangeen 2" person dangaa dangeena
3" person | dafa dafiu 3" person dafa/daa dafioo

1. With Stative Verbs
a. Used to describe a state of being: character, color, weather etc..
e.g. Dafatang. It is hot.
Dafa dof. Heiscrazy.
b. Used to give the explicative or causal sense. Often both functions b) and c) are present together. Hence
it often is the gopropriate response to a particular stuetion or question.
e.g. A asksB: “Doo génntey?’ Aren't you going out today?
B replies: “Deedeet, dafa tang.” No, (because) itis hot.
cf. A greetsB andremarks“Tang na lool tey” It isvery hot today.
Y asks X why he has stopped in the middl e of his work.
X replies “Damaa sonn.” (Because) | am tired.
cf. X walks into the house and flops down in a chair “Sonn naa lool” | amvery tired.
For asmall number of verbs dafa sometimes indicates a state which has always exi sted contrasting with the compl etive
mode (na) which indicates a process which has been completed. However, often there isno distinction between dafa
and na.
e.g. Dafagumba.
cf. Gumba na.
C. Used to emphadzeverb.

He is blind (from birth).
He is blind (has become blind).

2. With Active Verbs
a. Used to emphasize verb
e.g. Damay liggéey | anworking (not playing) or What | andoingisworking.
This is proper form to use ater the question: “L ooy def?
b. Usedto givethe explicative or causal sense
C. Used in conjunction with ‘di' to indicate an action practiced habitually in the present, including
professons, an action happening at the time or in the near future.
e.g. damay xéy | go to work (every day)

3. Use with Di
Di indicatesthe actionisnot yet accomplished. It appears as-y except after dangeen, where it appears as“di”. The
absence of “di” indicates an event which has been completed or a present state.
a. When used with active verbs can indicate:
-an action in process of occurring
-an action just about to occur
-an action occurring habitually
e.g. damay dem | amin theprocess of leaving
| will leave
| amin a habit of leaving
Only context enables oneto distinguish between the three. Note that “dinay dem’ can onlyindicate ahabitual action.
b.  When used without a verb indicaes “to be” with an explicativevdue
e.g. Damay tuurid. Itisthat | amatourist = explanation of something
cf.  Tuurist laa | am atourist = statement
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4. Elongated form

The elongated form iscreated by the addition of the suffix -a, which isavariant of “di” and indicatesthe action is not
accomplished. If thereis a pronoun object between the pronoun subject and the main verb, then the -aisadded to the
object pronoun which elongates. When dafa appears directly before an active verb, the elongated form above isused.

e.g. Damaaliggéey

5. Contractions

dafay may be contracted to day or daf di (day used but not daf di in Mbane)

e.g. Dafay nelaw
= Day nelaw
= Daf di nelaw

| anworking.

He is deeping
It's because heissleeping
He sleeps habitually

Dafiuy may be contracted to dafi (not used in Mbane)

6. In rapid speech, when followed by object pronouns, the following contractions may occur (used in Mbane):
Singular Plural
1* person dam dan
2" person | dan
3" person | daf dari

eg Dam kodef (dama ko def)
Dan kodef (dangako def)

7. Negative
a.  negative of verb if accomplished
e.g. damajangul
b. negative of di if unaccomplished
e.g. damadul jang

References:

Peace Corps Course:

JApprendsleWol of:

Baptist course:

PhD Thedsof Eric Church:

Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart)
Initiation ala Grammaire Wolof (Samb):
Grammaire Wolof (Dial)

Xam sa lakk:

Exercises:
JApprendsleWal of:

It's because | haven't studied

It's because | am not gudying

pp 76, 93, 195

pp 31, 78, 85, 150, 213
pp 27, 32

pp 67, 132-142

pp 2-4

pp 86

pp 5, 12

pp 64

pp 80

Revised 6 August, 1999



Wolof Grammar Notes: Future Tense (Dina)

Formation: di + completive aspect pronoun [+/-object pronoun] + verb [+/-complement]

Singular Plural
1** person dinaa dinanu/dinafiu
2" person | dinga dingeen
3" person dina dinafiu
e.g. Dinako dégg He will hear it
Du ko dégg Hewon't hear of it
Dinaa ko def I will do it

Dinga dem dékk ba:
Dinanu fanaan Ndakaaru

Notes:

1. Dina+ dily indicaes an habitual action.

e.g. Ellégdinaaseeti Abdu
Dinaay seeti Abdu
cf. Ellégdamay seeti Abdu

You are going to thevil lage
We will passthe day in Dakar

Tomorrow | will go see Abdu
| go see Abdu habitually
Tomorrow | am goingto see Abdu

2. Dinawithout a second di/y can indicae an habitual action or a future action
He (usually ) eats/ He will eat

e.g. Dinalekk

3 Negative (See negation notes)

The negative of dina always take the “du” form of negation.

Singular Plural
1* person duma dunu/dufiu
2" person | doo dungeen
3" person du dufiu
References:
Peace Corps Course: pp 162
JApprendsleWal of: pp 57f, 212
Baptist course: pp 7
Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 9f
Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 4
Exercises:
JApprendsleWal of: pp 150, 163

Baptist Course:

11

pp 22 Revised 6 August, 1999
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Subject Emphasis Pronouns (M o00)

Formation: [subject nominal + a] or [subject pronoun] [+/- object pronoun] [+/-di] [+/- verb] [+/- object nominal]
Singular Plural
1*' person maa noo/fioo
2" person | yaa yeen
3" person moo fioo

Notes:

NB

Note:

4.

5.

Functions:

a.  Thefunction of this gructure isto emphasis the subject (as Engdish speakerswould do by gressing the
subject: “He did it").

b. Thusit isthe appropriate structure to repond to open questions which enquire about the subject.

e.g. Kudem? Who has left?
Sama xarit a dem. It is my friend who left.

c.  Also used for forming open questions which relate to the subject [cf. la (complement/object predicator)
which is used to form open questions relating to a complement or object].

e.g. Kan moo koy jaay? Who isit that is selling this?

Kan mooy jaay batik? Who is it that is selling batik? [ Question about subject]

Kan moo ko def? Who isit that made it? [ Question about subject]
cf  Kan ngay sesti? Who are you seeking? [Question about object]
cf Lan lay def? What is he doing?[Question about object]

“Kan moo” can contract to “Ku”
“Nan fioo” can contract to “Nu”
“Lan moo” can contract to “Lu” etc

e.g. Ku kodef =Kan mooko def Who made it?
With open questions concerning the subject only 3" person is possble
i.e. Kanmoo(y) or Nan fioo(y)
d.  The subject emphasis pronoun followed by a stative verb can be exclamative.
eg. Yaasiiw! How you are famou !
e. It is used with certain structures such as:
moo tax
loolu moo tax
looloo tax
aka Nekk milioneer, aka neex!
The subject emphasis pronouns may serve alone as subject
e.g. Maako fiaw It is | who sewed it.
Yaamako wax. It's you who said it to me.
They may be emphasised by an independent pronoun
eg. Man, maako fiaw Me, it'sl who sewed it.
Y aw, mi goor, yaawara dem ci kéram. Y ou, who are aman, it is you who should go to his house.
The element “-a" can be reinforced by the element “ka”.
e.g. Beflebi moo kafunki! How the be gnet hasswollen up!
With 39 person singula or plural when subject isstated and:
a. If the subject ends in a consonant or along vowel
moo/fioo is usually contracted to “a” (rarely in Mbane)
e.g. Kanamawoo0? = Kan moo mawoo? Who calls me?
Kan a ko ko defaral = Kan moo ko ko defaral ? Who made it for her?
Cey kii arafet! Why how he is beautiful!
b.  Ifthe subject endsin avowel, moo/fioo is contracted to elongation of vowel
a+a< aa
ei+a=ee
o,u+a<v 0o
e.g. Faatoo ubbi bunt bi = Faatu moo ubbi bunt bi It was Faatu who opened the door.

Xale yee dugg = Xadeyi ioodugg. It isthe children who entered.



6. When pronoun objectsare used they follow the subject emphasis pronoun.

eg. Yaako fiaw?

7. Subject emphasis pronouns are often used with the particle “di” (-y). The absence of “di” indicatesthat the
action has been compl eted or the state acquired. When“ di” ispresent isindicatesthat the action of the verb is
incompleteor occurringinthenear future. Whenfoll owed by a noun and not accompanied by another verb, the

Isit you who sewed it?

“di” stands for the verb “to be”. “di” usually appears in the contracted form “y”.

e.g. Yaadisambindaanu boop?
Maa di toggkat ci sunu keér.

Y ou are your own housegirl?
| am the cook at our house.

Singular Plural
1*' person maay nooy/fiooy
2" person | yaay yeenay or
yeenadi
3rd A
person mooy flooy
e.g. Maay Moussa | an Moussa

(yeenay used more commonly in Mbane)

8. Negative

a. The negative of the subject emphasis pronounswithout di: The verb remains invariable with the addition

of -ul while the subject pronouns changes as normal according to person and number.

e.g. Maademul Dakar

Itislwho did not go to Dakar.

b.  The negative of the subject emphasis pronouns with di: The di isnegated (dul)

Maa dul dem Dakar

9. When the subject isnominal it precedes the verb, and is followed by aemphatic marker“a” (usually for 3™ person

Itis1who will not go to Dakar.

plural & singular but can be found with the other persons plural)

e.g. Gatt-geen, gatt-geen a koy fey

It is with the goat that one must pay the goat.

Feebar atax mu bayyiliggéeyam  The sickness made him quit his work.

Man ak waa Waakam a andoon nappi

10. The subject can be:

anoun simple or complex eg.
an infinitive funaioning like a noun
pronoun

independent pronoun separated by “rekk,
noun followed by independent pronoun.
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Minimum V erb Construction Pronouns (Mu)

Formation: MV C pronoun or nominal subject + verb [+/- object pronoun or noun]

Singular Plural
1* person ma nu/fu
2" person | nga ngeen
3" person mu fiu
Notes:
1. Containsno verbal markerstherefore gives no information on mode or time. Therefore it occursin podtions or

situations in which such information has already been given in the preceding sntences, or can be inferred from
the context. It isthe mog common mode used in practice. It isbasically only used with activeverbs. Itvdue
liesinthefactthatitisnon-emphatic therefore contraststhe emphatic modes, and al so neutral allowinguse when
an imprecision is necessary.

2. Used in following situations:

a Narration (stories, historical accounts, fables, instructions)
Appropriateinformationregarding time setting isgiven in early sentencesthen subsequent verbal constructionsuseMV C
pronouns. Usudly in thiscase itindicatesshort term events. May use many verbs in quick successon.

e.g. Benn bis damademoon Iekool. Madugg, matoog, ma jang ba pare, ma fiibbi

One day | went to school. Iwentin, | sat down, | studied until | finished (and then) | went home.

b.  Subordinate Clauses
i. relative clauses
eg. Xaebhi ngaindi..... The child whom you have brought.....
ii. temporal /conditional clauses
(1) temporal cl ause with bi/ba also laata/bal a naka (as soon as) etc...
e.g. Bi mu deeyee.... After he had died/when he died..
e.g. Nakamu fiéw, ne ci sama kaw Kilib. As soon as he arrived he came suddenly upon me.
note: object pronouns occur before verb in this structure
(2) post temporal clause with bi/ba
e.g. Bamawaxeeu dem After | had spoken, they | eft
note: can aso use object predicator or dafa
(3) post temporal clause with bu as conditioned
e.g. Bumawaxeenu déglu. If | speak they will listen
(4) clauses describing manner (ni)
e.g. Deful liggéey bi na mu ko waree def. He did not do the work as he should have.
iii. Iu (even though, however + adjective)
e.g. lusayluupi ndey laxlax, ca ngay toog However skinny are the thighs of your mother, you must sit
there.
C. Subjunctive Clauses

i. Certain conjunctions
ngir,ndax =in order to
e.g Jox namatéere bi ngir ma man koo jang. He gave methe book so that | could read it
Note: When ndax has the sense of because then it uses the completive form

e.g. Néw naandax am naa liggéey | have come because | have work
Néw naa ndax ma am liggéey | have come in order to have work
ba (until)

e.g. Xaaral bamajox ko ko



Terenaa ko mu fiéw | forbade him from coming
Ragal naamu fiéw | fear heiscoming
Ne nanga fiéw He said for you to come
iii. With faww (must) Thisverb only indicates present/future. Alwaysuses MCV pronouns.
eg. Faww nga teewe ndaje ma It is absolutely necessary for you to attend the meeting
iv. As imperative (with future overtones)
Has the idea of let me/let us.
e.g. Ma fiawal labenn? Shall | sew one for you?
Ma xaar la? Shall I wait for you?
Mu fiéw suba! Let him come tomorrow!
d. Neutral conjugation
e.g. Ma héw | amcoming

ii. Completive clauses with verbs of wishing, prohibiting, fearing, causing etc...
e.g. Béggnaanga dem jéndal ma mburu | want you to buy me bread
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Theform “maangi fiéw” indgstoo much on the duration of the action. “ma fiéw” ismore oneoff. It isaimog like the
compl etive of an answered verb.

Note:

ie Xaaral ma fiéw Wait| amcoming
e. In exclamative phrases
eg. Limalaxalaal How | have been thing of you!
f. In combination with relative pronouns used as question word
= relative pronoun + MV C + verb
e.g. Foo déekk? Where do you live?
Nu mu tudd? What is he called?
Fu may dem? Wheream | going?

Contractions & 3 person singular

FU + MVC NU +MVC DU + MVC
1°* Person Singular | fuma nu ma du ma
2" Person Singular | foo (=fu nga) Nnoo (=nu nga) doo (=du nga)
3" Person Singular | fu (=fu mu) nu mu (not “nu”) du (not “du mu”)
1** Person Plural fu nu /fu fiu nu nu /nu fiu du nu/ du fiu
2" Person Plural fu ngeen nu ngeen du ngeen
3" Person Plural fu fu nu fiu du fiu
g. after phrase introduced by an adverb
e.g. Léegi ma gis ko. Now | will seeit/him.
Tuuti ma gis ko. | almost saw him.
h. Consecutive verbs
e.g. Soowam ddalamb, mu maye ko. Her milk was unsold (so) she gave it.
Waxaat ko, ma dégg. Say it again, | am listening
i Proverbs

e.g. Ku muf, muufi

With anominal subject the pronoun subject is dropped, iemu/fiu
e.g. Légdem. The hare has gone.
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4. Place of Object Pronouns with the MV C.

narrative object pronoun(s) follows verb
subjunctive imperative eg. maindil ko ndékki
ngir, ndax
faww
verbs of wishing etc
ba until
temporal bi/ba/bu object pronoun(s) precede verb
conditional clauses eg. ndékkili mako indil
li (even though) nominal object follows verb
relative clauses e.g. bi mu beyeetool bi
5. The absence of the mark “di” indicatesthat theaction of the verb hasbeen completed. When “ di” is present it
indicates that the action isin presently occurring or soon to occur.
e.g. Buwowee, ngagdob ko. When it is dry, you harved it.
Bu woweengadi ko géob. When it is dry, you harved it.

The first is completed because the action is being considered in its totality. The latter is being considered in its
outworking.
When used with conjugation with “di” the object pronoun is displaced before the verb.
“di” may precede or follow the object pronoun. A nominal object remains after the verb.
eg. Mudi ko def cf. Mudef ko
Mu koy def
Muy def liggéey bi

6. Negative

In relative clausesthe MV C is negated by addingthe suffix -ul to the verb, the res of the structure remainingunchanged.
For the other structures, anticipated or hypothetical events are negated with du conjugated, and simple negative
construction when thereis areference to past or completed events.

e.g. Xalebi nuindiwul. The child whom he has not brought.
Bu ma waxee, dufiu déglu. If 1 peak they will not listen.
Bi ma waxee, dégluwufiu. When | spoke they did not lisen.

Benn bés, dama demoon lekool. Waaye duggu ma, jangu ma.
Oneday | went to school but | didn't goin, and | didn't study.
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Obligation/ Optative (Na nga)

Formation: na+ [+/- object pronoun] [ +/- nominal subject] + verb

Notes:

6.

Singular Plural
1°' person naa nanu /nafiu
2" person | nanga nangeen
3" person na nafiu
e.g. Naadem Que je parte!
Functions:
a.  Thisisa softer, more politeway of expressnga command or recommendation.
e.g. Nangadem marse bi! May you go to the market!
b.  Form used often in prayer.
eg. Yala nalaYalawéral! God, may God hed you!
c.  toexpresspermisson.
e.g. Dafabégg féw seetsi |a. He wants to come and sek you.
Na figw! Let him come.
d.  to express awish or desireespecially when used with the 1% person.
e.g. Naaam xaalis! If only | had money!
e. Exhortaion
Nanu moytu lu bon May we avoid evil!

If there is both a nominal subject and a pronoun object, the pronoun object precedes the nominal subject.

e.g. Nanu sunu boroom fey! Let our master pay us!
Yalla, naleen Yalla barkeel! God, may God bless you all!
Goor gi, nangakoy def! Sir, may youdo it continually!

When thereis aseries of verbs in the obligative, the second verbiswithout marker and the third takes theMV C.
Sometimesthe second verb may take the MV C.
e.g. Nangayiwi sikket bi, yobbu ko cakér ga, te nga yeew ko fi.

May you release the ram, take it home, and tie it up here.

Nanu daje ajuma, te ngeen yobbaal e fiaari fas yépp.

L et usmeet here on Friday, and you take both the horsesaway with you.

When used with a nominal subject whether sngular or plural with 3 person singula form “na’ isused.
e.g. Naxaleyi noppi.

The subject can be:

anoun Na addinasi déglu sama wax!
a pronoun Na fiépp daw wuti kankiliba!
a proper name or title Na Abdu fiéw bu gaaw!

a combination Na waaaddinafiépp booloo!

Use with “di”

The mark of an incompl ete action does occur with the optative but it israre When used itindicatesan action in the
process of occurring or its repetition rather than the totality of the action.

e.g. Nangay bey May you cultivate.
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7. Contractions which exist before an object pronoun

1% plural nan
2" sing nay
3plural  nafi

8. Negation (see negation notes)
bu + object pronoun + nominal subject + verb

Singular Plural
1°* person bu ma bu nu/ bu fu
2" person | bul buleen
3" person bu mu bu fiu

If subject isstated mu isdropped
e.g. Bu Faal bey tool bi
Goor yi, buleen ko def
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A. Negative: “-ul”

Formation:

Wolof Grammar Notes: Negation

[+/- nominal subject] +verb + negative suffix [+/- object pronoun]
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Usual form Elongated for double verb congitutions
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1** person -uma/-umeé -unu/ -ufiu 1**person -umaa -unoo/ -ufioo
2" person | -ul6o -uleen 2" person | -uloo -uleena
3" person | -ul -ufiu 3" person -ula -ufioo
Impersonal form -eeall
e.g. Amumasantu Wolof | don't have a Wolof name
Demuma} | did not go
| amnot going
I will not go
| do not wantto go
Notes:
1. With active verbs it indicates the negative of acompleted action.
eg Neéwul He did not come
With stative verbs it indicates the negative of the present tense.
eg. Saful It is not spicy
2. This form usudly carries thesense that an action has not occurred or a state does not exist without emphasising

subject, noun or verb. This isthe usual way of negating most verb modes except dina. Henceall thefollowing

usually have the same negative form:
Moo fadem (Subject emphasis)
Mu nga fa dem (Presentative)
Fala dem (Object predicator)

Dafa dem (Explicative) Demu fa
Mu dem fa (Minima verb condruction)
Dem nafa(Completed)

3. However, each of these verb modes can be expressed in the negative to guard itsdistinctive by adding -ul as an
invariable suffix (unconjugated) to the verb stem, | eaving the rest of the construction the same as the positive
form.

Hence:

West bi moo ko neexul.
Moom laa xamul.
Y éfu tribunaal dafa gaawul.
Muf gu andul ak jooytu ji.

Loolu moo tax mu indiwul am xar That is why he did not bringa sheep.

It is the veg which he was not pleased about.

It wasthat which | did not know.

It is that the affairesof the tribunal are not fag.
Patience not accompanied by complaining.

4. -ul is used to indicate the negative in a subordinate conditional clause marking opposition with -ee

e.g. Buféwul, nangamako wax!

If he does not come, please tell me!
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5. Before the object pronoun, ci or fi, the 3" person singular negative drops the “1”
i.e. -ul=-u
eg. nekk to be
nekkul he/she/it isnot
nekku fi he/she/it is not here
6. If averb endsin avowel, a“w” isadded to the negative forms.
ie. -wuma -wunu
-wuloo/-wo0 -wuleen
-wul -wufiu
7. When the negated verb isthe last syllable before a second verb in adouble verb congruction, theelongated form

of thenegativeisused.
€.g. ménumaadem

8. man (to beable), mas (to have ever) change stem in negative
man <> mén €.g. ménumaa dem
mas = mus €.g. musumaa dem
“amuma’ iscontracted to “awma” | don't have
“xamuma’ is contracted to “xawma’ | don't know

9. Geographical variations in usage.
i) 2™ person singular: -ula/ -wula

e.g. giuladara you have not seen anything
-00 / -w00
e.g. Yyaw tabewoo, amoo njarifi, faroo baax..... you are not generousor useful, nor good

dajdewoo ko = dgjalewuloo ko
i)  3"“person singular (epecially Gambia & Cayer): -ut

e.g. demut He hasnot gone
When added to an auxiliary verb the“u” of -ut tends to disappear, thus
ku ménta fiégw = ku ménula fiéw He who cannot come
10. -agul
Indicates not yet, opposite of -agum (to have already done).
Singular Plural
1** person -aguma -agunu /-agufiu
2" person | -aguloo/-agpo | -aguleen
3" person -aqul -agufiu
e.g. Pareegumadee. | am not ready to die yet.
Amagul jékkér She doesnot yet have a hushand.
As for -ul, the “1” of the 3" person singular (-agul) is dropped before an object pronoun, ci or fi.
e.g. Waxagu ko ko. He has not yet told it to him.
11. -atul
Indicatesno longer. It isthe negative of -ati (to be gill doing/being or repetition)
Singular Plural Singular Plural
1** person -atuma -atunu /-atufiu 1** person dootuma dootunu/ dootufiu
2" person | -atuloo/-atoo -atuleen 2" person | dootuloo dootuleen
/dootoo/dootul
3" person -atul -atuiu a
eg.  Amatul samacaabi. Heno longer has my key. 3" person | dootul dootufiu
c.f Amati na sama caabi. He still has my key. eg. Dootumako gis. | will nolonger see him.

Astu dootul jang. Astou is no longer ayoung girl.
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B. Negative: Du
Formation: du (conjugated) [+/- object pronoun] + verb/noun

Singular Plural
1* person duma dunu /dufiu
2" person doo du ngeen
/doo leen*
3" person du dufiu
*dooleen is commonly heard only in Dakar
e.g. Liitéerelé. Thisis abook.
Lii du téere. Thisis not a book.
Kii sama baay |é&. He's my father.
Kii du samabaay. Heis not my father.
Notes:
1. Usage:

a Itis used asthe negative form of the compl ement predicator (negative of 1a) in which case it precedesthe
noun or noun clause

eg. Liisimislé. Thisis a shirt.
Lii du simis. Thisis not a shirt.
Man Australian la | am Audralian
Man duma Australian | am not Australian
b. Itisused asthe negative form of non completed actionsie. negative of dafay/dina
Hence, in this case itisused to deny an action in processof hgppening or afuture action
C. It is used to deny an habitual action used in combination with di/y or sometimesci
e.g. Dumaxiif auba I will not be hungy tomorrow
Dumay xiif suba/d suba I amnot hungry in the mornings

d.  When expressed as a question, itisa polite way of asking for something (indicated by intonation). Inthis
case it is not a negative but expresses an affirmative in the same way that “Isit not Joe?' doesin Endig.
Itisfunctionally equivdent to “please”. In other words, the intonation changes thesense of the phrase to

the opposite.
e.g. Du dégg. It's not true
Du dégg? Is that not true?
Doo dem? Will you not go?
e. It can also beused to expressa quegtion in the negative which begs a podtiveresponse. In thiscase“du”
precedes the phrase in any mode in much the same way as“ndax” isused.
e.g. Duxam nga sama jabar? Do you not know my wife?
Du moo wax ne kenn nekku fi? Isit not he who said there is no-one here?
Du mi ngi dem Ndar suba? Will he not go to St Louis tomorrow?
Du fii laako gis? Isit not here that | saw him?
Du dangaa feebar? (But) areyou not sick?

The full negative form “dul” can occur when a negaed di has the function of a verbal particle (and not an
auxiliary verb asin duma). Itisrelatively rare apart from with the MVC form.

eg. Moo dul wax. It is he who won't speak (negativeof Mooy wax) [Subject emphasis]
Daralaa dul rabb. I will not weave anything [Complement predicator]
Dumanangu nit ku dul liggéey. I will not accept a man who doesnot work. [MV C]

Take note of the overlap in meaning between the two negative forms
e.g. dumadem | amnot going, | won't be going
demuma | amnot going, | haven't gone

Du issometimes used in aproverbial, or absol ute sense with no article attached to the noun
proverbial - Gumba du jiite yoon A blind man doesn't lead the way
absolute - Mbonaat du jar mukk 500cfa A turtle doesnt ever cost 500CFA

C. Negative: Baii
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Todistinguish betw een the negative of acompleted action (na) and negative of presentative (angi) theverb baf (torefuse
to) can be used as an auxillary verb before the main verb.

lekk nga =<
Y ou have eaten

maa ngi lekk =
| ameating

bafi ngaa lekk
Y ou, have not eaten / Y ou have refused to eat

maa ngi bafia lekk
| am not eating / | have refused to eat

Onemay use MV C pronouns+ verb + -ul (negative) only in relative temporal clauses. In other expressons using MV C
pronouns (ie narrative & subjunctive) must use other structures, e.g. baf

D. Suffix -adi

When added to a nounor averb this indicates alimitaion s severe tobe equivd ent of beingwithout, i.e. deniesa state

or an action.

e.g. jekkadi
xamadi
déggadi
teddadi
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Past Time Marker

-oon

1. Formation:

a.

In non-negated sentences without “di” the past time marker is suffixed as “-oon” if the verb endsin a
consonant, and “-woon” if the verb endsin a vowel. The structure otherwise remains unchanged. It
representsa simple past or past perfect with active verbs, and theimperfect with stative verbs. In general
-oonisthelastof the suffixesadded to aword. In double verb sructures -oon isattached to the firg verb.

e.g. waxoon naa | spoke/l had spoken (completive)
cf  wax naa | spoke/ | have spoken
moom lafiu indiwoon We/they (had) brought it (object emphasis)
cf  moom laiu indi We/they have brought it
dafawoyoon What he did was sing (Explicative)
cf  dafawoy What | am doing is Snging
maa waxoon | spoke/l had spoken (Subject emphasis)
cf  maawax | have spoken
Béggoon naa koo gis | wanted to see them.
b. In negated sentences without “di”, woon asindependent form is added after the negation.
egd. Non-negated Negated
completive Demoon naa Dakar Demuma woon Dakar
object emphasis Dakar laademoon Dakar laademul woon
Explicative Dama demoon Dakar Dama demul woon Dakar
subject emphasis (Man) Maa demoon Dakar Maa demul woon Dakar

Any object pronouns are placed before “woon”.

eg.

Sarakk waxul ko woon Your brother had not said it

In non-negated verbal construction with “di”
di + woon = doon

If there is more than one ‘di', the past marker combines with the fird, the rest of the sentence remaining
unchanged. It isroughly equivaent to “was/were....ing” or “used to...”. In Dakar Wolof “doon” is rarely used.

eg.
cf.

cf.

cf.

d.

eg.

Doon naa wax | wasspeaking/l used to speak

Dinaa wax I (will) speak

Doon nanuy jang. We/they used to study

Dinanuy jang We/they study habitually

Lool u lafiu doon | ekk That is what they were eating, That is what they used to eat
Lool u lafiuy lekk That is what they/we eat

Negated verbal construction with di

di + woon + -ul = doonul (conjugated)
Doonul is shortened to “doonu” before a subject or object pronoun. negative habitual action in the past
Doonu ma wax | wam't speaking/l didn't used to speak
Doonul liggéey He/she wasn't working
Doonu ko dimbali He /she wasn't helping him/He /she didn't used to help him
Structures without a verb use theindependent form “woon”
Mu nga fawoon demb He was there yesterday (Presntative)
Sama xarit l[awoon He was my friend (Complement predicator)
Falanu woon It was there that we were (Complement predicator)
Benn jang lawoon bu rafe lool ~ Therewasa youngwoman who wasvery beautiful
Moo doon buur It was he who was King (Di + Subject emphasis)

Du fawoon buur He was not Kingthere (Negative)
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f. Relative clauses (articles which act as connectives)
e.g. Lat Joor, buur bawoon.... Lat Dior, who was king.......
Nakk xam xam googule woon....  Thislack of knowledge which existed.....

Noonu lajappe kangam, yawoon ca réew me mépp.
It was thus that he caught all the chiefs, throughout all the country.
When the noun is modified by a verb, -oon may be attached to the verb or woon may follow the structure
e.g. Lat Joor, buur bu mag bawoon....
or  Lat Joor, buur bu magoon ba...

2. Functions:
a.  Anteriority either temporal or to indicae an action or state irrevocably separated from the present
e.g. Ngaxollisarénd, rénd wi nga jéndoon marse.
Y ou peel your vegetables, vegetables that you have bought (previously) at the market
Dafa amoon faari beykat fiu bokk genn kér. There were 2 farmers who shared one house.
Ma daldi jog, dem fu mu majoxofioon. | got up and went where he had indicated

Note: When the anteriority has avd ue of separation from the present, it expressesan action whose consequenceshave
norole inthe present or a state which no longer exists.
ie. Dem naNdar He went to St Louis (and isstill there)
Demoon na Ndar He went to St Louis (and has returned)

The time interval is lessimportant than the fact that the action continues or not.

e.g. Demoon naa Ndar tey si suba | went to St Louisthismorning (and have retumed)
Dem na Ndar; booba ak tey juréom fukki at la He went to St Louis (to live) 50 yearsago
Dafa baaxoon He was good (but is not anymore)

b. A situation not realized, i.e. a rupture between the intention and its realisation; or hypothetical (past

conditioned).

e.g. Mu nembooloo mawaroonaandal. He said tothe crowd that he should have accompanied them
Bu fiu defoon ni seen ndey daan def. If they had done like their mother used to do.....
Su ma amoon xaalis, dinaa dem Kaol ack. If I had had money, | would have gone to Koalack.

C. Asaform of politeness for arequest in the present, when the expression of a desire seemstoo direct. In
this case it does not actually refer to past time but rather alack of immediacy.

e.g. Damaa béggoon nga dimbali ma. | would like you to help me
L oo béggoon? What is it you would like?
Damalanuyud woon | have cometo greet you (if you have the time to receive me).
Boo jégoon, numan koo gis Ifyou would care to get up, wewould see you.
3. Dafa + woon

dafa+ staive verb + (w)oon
dafa + doon + active verb

e.g. damaafeebaroon | wassick
dama doon liggéey I was working
Negative Doonul lekk He was not eating (from Du lekk)
Dafa duloon lekk He was not in the process of eating (from Dafa dul lekk)
4. In the Cayor -oon/woon appears as the variant -an/wan
“newoon” may be contracted to “noon” (he said) [ne + woon] or in the Cayor to “neen” [ne + an]
e.g. Amannaci sunu dékk. There used to be some in our village.

Bayyiwan na ko. He had left it.
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-aan

1. Formation:
-aa/-aan after a consonant or negative marker -ul
-waal-waan after a vowel or negative marker -ul
di + aan = daan (negative is daanul)
e.g. Bu gete fiorulaa, kenn du ko deqi If the peanuts were not ripe, no one would harvest them.

Bu fowaan... When he was playing...
Su beyul waa.... If he did not cultivate the land...
Daan is used as a dependent and independent syntagm (all modes indicative).
e.g. Sama baay mu ngi daa bey booba. My father had the habit of cultivating the land at that time.

Kocc daana fexe baattey téereyi déppook yu jamano ji.
Kothietried to adapt the judgements of the books to the current times.
-aan isonly found in dependent syntagm, and is never used in nonverbal structures.
i.e. Mungafawoon. but never Mu nga fa waan.

2. Functions:
a.  Toindicate the distant past, daan if often used once to situate event then doon appears. Itisraely used
in conversation but isnot uncommon in recitation.
b. Toindicate an imprecisetime. Oftentheepochisnot statedand if stated, it isstated only in general terms.
c. Toindicate ahabitua action. It isused of an action repeaed to the point of habit and not of a habitual
state. Itisnot used with stative verbs, except to indicate a state which recurs frequently.

i.e. Dafarafetoon, but not Dafa daan rafet He was handsome
e.g. Bu masaasol mbubb mu xonq, daa narafet Each timethat | wore his red robe he was handsome
Dafadaan xiif He was often hungry (not he was always hungry)
Ku béggaan dem Indicatesrepeated action of wanting to go, not a continued
state of wanting.
Daan naa rawante fas | used to do horse racing (way back then)
Damadaan jangi bés bu nekk | used to go to school every day
3. Daan may appear asdaawoon and negative asdaawul (conjugated)
eg. Man, daawuma lekk kaani | didn't use to eat hot peppers

(daan, daanul, daawul, are al | used in Mbane with daawoon & daawul being used more commonly)

4, Contrast -aan/daan
Both can indicate arepetitive action in the past
e.g. bumabeyaan/ bu madaan bey When | cultivated.........

In the first case the action is repeated by seen as being accomplished. i.e Each time | had cultivated...
In the second case the event is again repeated but isseen as being progressve i.e. Each timel was in the process of
cultivating.....

5. Contrast daan / doon
In the context of situation of habitude, daan indicatesrepetitive events and doon indicates progressive eventsin the past.

References:

Peace Corps Course: pp 138, 144f, 183, 193
JApprendsleWol of: pp 130, 168, 178,217-219
Baptist course: pp 42, 85-87

PhD Thedsof Eric Church: pp 195-215

Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 29-31

Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 8

Xam sa lakk: pp 74 Revised 6 August, 1999
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Di

It isan auxiliary verb with no meaning of its own. Usudly gopearsas -y, and isusually placed directly before the verb.

Notes:
1. Functions
a.  Toindicate tha an action referred to by the verb isincomplete or progressive
e.g. Bamademee cakér serifi badi ko seet... When | went to the Marabout's house looking for him.

eg.

Mu ngacajumaajadi julliajuma. Heis at the Friday mosque praying the Friday prayer.
Fekk naa xudbakat ba di xudba. | found the preacher preaching.

Nu ngadoon waajajul li. They were preparing to pray.
Nu koy tekki ci Wolof They were in the process of explaining itin Wolof.
Dama doon bey te jaan matt ma. | wasin the process of cultivating when the snake bit me.
In the case where a verb carries both an active and a passive sense. The “di” indicates the active incomplete sense.
Maangi toog. | am seated.
Maangiy toog. | amin theprocess of sittingdown.

e.g.

e.g.

eg.
cf.

“to be”, when combined with subject emphasis pronouns with averb. This same function also existsfor
all the other verb modes, although rarely used with them.

Maay Moussa | am Moussa

Fu mu mana dem, muy tur wu rafet ci Senegaal. Everywhere he went it will be alovely name in
Senegal .

L éegi, dinaa buur. Now | will be king.

Damay gdor. Itisthat] am a man.

Kale fiaanal ma, te maa ngi ni di boroom barke He prayed for me, and now | am a blessed.

Yallanaadi ku jub That | could be arichteous man.

Toindicate ahabitual action, especially when appearing two or moretimes Theconcept ofhabitual action
can be apermanent state of continual action, continual repetitive actions or occasional repetitions.

Xaj, lammifi lay naane. It is with the tongue that a dog drinks. (permanent)
Dinaa ko gis bés bu nekk. I will see himeveryday. (repetition)
Dees nako fiy gis. One sees him here occasionally. (occasional)

When the action is not dtuated in the present, then the marker “ di” servesto indicate that the action is
being considered in its totality, whether it be stuated in the past or the future.

Dama doon bey daaw. | was cultivatingthe land last year.

Dama beyoon daaw. | cultivated the land last year.

Thelatter indicates an action completed at apoint intime. Theformerindicatesaprocesswhich continues over acertain
time, and isbeing envisages from that perspective.

e. It can al have be an intensive when the marker “di” isrepeated.
e.g. Nitki di dem, di dem rekk. The man left, only just.
2. “di” may be shorted to “-y” or after consonants to “a”
e.g. Baaanawet bi dijot...
Balaa nawet b|y Jot... All equivalent: Before the wet season arrived ....
Balaanawet di jot...
Balaanawet ajot...
Normally: ‘di' after a consonant at end of word
-y after avowel at end of word, but optionally “di” may appear.
-a In St Louis with dama eg. Damaa liggéey

In Saloum and among the Lebou with presentative Maa ngee dem
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3. Generdly “di” (in form of y) is attached to the subject or object pronounsimmediately precedingthe verb.
“Di” isplaced immediately before the verb, except when:

with dina

minimal verb construction when optionally it may be placed before the object pronoun(s)

attached to ‘dal' => daldi (to begin to do something).

e.g. Mu daldi ko def. Heis begnningto do it.
Mu di ko door. He s hitting him.

May be used in association with any verb mode.

e.g. Fii ak fukki fan lafiuy del lusi Ndakaaru In 10 days we will return to Dakar.
Naari fan lafiu fay am | have two days there.
Nu ngiy taggu A liw We are bidding Aliou farewdl.
Nu ngi koy taggu We are bidding him farewell.
Desl liggéey! Continueto have the habit of working.

4. “di” + ees (impersonal) = dees(negative: deesul)

“di” + oon (pagt) = doon
“di” + aan (habitual past) = daan

e.g. Guy, deesu cawacc dara. The baobab, one doesnot let anything be wasted.
5. “di” (in form of -y) placed before the verb indicates that the action referred to by the verb is incomplete.
Functionally this indicates that the action is happening at the time or indicates the cl ose future
e.g. Dakar laay dem | am going to Dakar
Lu may wax? What am | about to say, or in process of saying?
cf. Lumawax? What have | jug said?
6. When there isan object pronoun in the presentative mode oneisrequired to use di (or its variant y)
eg. Nungilay nuyu They are greeting you.

Maa ng leen di taggu. | am bidding you (pl) farewell.

References:

PeaceCorps Course: pp 73f
Baptist course: pp 8, 74
PhD Thedsof Eric Church: pp 178-194
Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 9f
Initiation ala Grammaire Wolof (Samb): pp 87
Exercises:

JApprendsleWol of: pp 59, 63

Baptist course: pp 68 Revised 23 March, 1999



28

Wolof Grammar Notes: Object Pronouns

Singular Plural
1% person ma/mé nu/fiu
(maa) (noo/foo)
2" person | la/lé leen
(laa) (leena)
3" person ko leen
(koo) (leena)
Notes:
1. Order of Pronouns

a.  When two objects are present (ie direct & indirect)
1% person precedes 2™ & 3" person
2™ person precedes 3

singular present plural except that ko isalways lad.

e.g. Maamam ama ko wax
Maamam ala ko wax
Doo ma ko may
Maangi leen ko jox

His grandmother said it to me
Hisgrandmother sad it to you
Can you not give it to me?
| gave them to him/ | gave it to them

b. A pronounin relation to the beneficiary suffix -al precedes any others except if the pronoun is ko

e.g. Joxal nala ma ko
Joxal nako ko ko

To avoid putting ko' in front, one uses ‘ndax moom'

e.g. Joxal ngama leen ndax moom

(not Joxal ngako ma leen)

He gave it to mefor you
He gave it to him for her

You gaveit to me for him

c. “Fa normally fol lows the object pronoun. If there isno object pronoun, fa normally sandswherethe
object pronoun would have stood. fi & ci ae not placed together and would appear to be mutually
exclusive. Instead the adverb of location is after the verb radical with along vowel of insistence.

eg. Dinala ci jox fii

(not Dinala ci fi jox)

Stew art represents it thus:

He will gve of it to you here.

Non- 3rd Person 3rd Person Non-personal
Singular Plural Plural Singular Partitive Locative
1st 2nd 1st 2nd
leen ko ci/ca fiffa
ma la nu leen
Eric Church presents the following scheme.
-al (beneficiary) | ma nu ko c-

ma la leen f-

la leen

nu

leen

leen
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2. Ambiguity
a.  When use of object pronoun leads to ambiguity, the pronoun can bereplaced with independent pronoun
+ complement/object predicator
eg. Gisnaleen He has seen you (pl) or He hasseen them
= Noomlagis They, it is (that) he has seen
or Yeenlagis You, it is(that) he has seen
b.  When use of the subject pronoun |leads to ambiguity
e.g. Xam naiu leen We know you / They know you / We know them / They know them
<> Nun, yeen lafiu xam We know you
Noom, yeen lafiu xam They know you
Nun, fioom lafiu xam We know them
Noom, fioom lanu xam They know them
3. Elongated form is used
a in double verb constructions when the object pronoun is the final syllable before the second verb
e.g. Béggnamaa dimbali He wants to help me.
b. withexplicaive
e.g. Damakoo gis
4, Position of Pronouns

Pronoun objects precede nominal objects

Completive (na) pronoun objects/noun objects Gis naako
MV C (narrative'subjective) follow verb Magis ko
Negative (-ul) Gisumako
Imperative Xool ko

Presentative (angi)
Explicative (dafa)
Negative (du)
Future (dina)

Obligative (na)

pronoun objects precede verb

maangi koy gis

noun objects follow verb dama koy gis
dumako gis
dinaa ko gis
Subjec emphasis (moo) maa ko gis
naa ko gis
Negativeimperative (bu mu) bu ma ko gis
Object predicator (la) Thies laako gis
MV C - rdative clause (bu) ku ko gém...
temporal clause bu ma ko gise...
lu (even though) lumako gis

In the following caseswhen the subject isa noun, the pronoun object precedes the nominal subject

Bu ko keneen laal (Let no one touch it)

Na leen seen boroom fey (let their Lord pay them)

Fan lama sama baay di tere? (When is my father returning me?)
Bi ma sama baay laata gis....(Before my father saw me...)

Negative subjunctive
Optative (na)

L a Object Predicator
MVC temporal clause
Lu (even though)

5. Double Verb Constructions
a. Object pronouns come between the two verbs (elongated form)

MV C subjunctive ...."ngir maman koo gis
Completive (na) Bégg naa koo gis
Negative (-ul) Bégguma koo gis

Lu ko sama yaay setal

b.  Object pronounscomesbefore both verbs

Explicative (dama)
Future (dina)
Negative (du)
Presentative

Subjedtive emphasis (moo)

bi/bu (temporal)

Dama koo managis
Dinaa ko managis
Duma ko managis

Maangi koy jogagis

Maa ko jékka gis
bi fiu ko manee gis...

(Even though my mother cleaned it...)
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C. Exception to above

Verbsending in suffix -9 & -iwhen doubled with ether iéw/dem. In thiscasethe object pronouns follow the verb with

suffix.
e.g. ngir ma Aéw seets ko
ngir ma man fiéw seetsi ko
maa i éw seets ko
bégg naa fiéw seetsi ko
dumafiéw seets ko
References:
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Singular Plural
1% person man nun/fun
2" person | yow yeen
3" person moom floom
Notes:
1. Functions:
a Used independently to answer questions, regardless of whether the context demands a subject or an object.
e.g. Kan moo ko def?... Moom Who did it?...He (did)
Kan ngagis? ... Moom Who did you see?.... Him.
b. Used independently asthe object with the complement predicator with or without a verb.
eg. Yowla It'syou
C. Used as the subject with subject emphasis gructure without verb.
d.  After prepositions ag - and
c - in/at
ba - to
ngir - because of
pur - for
e. Tomarkemphasis or clarify the person reference of certain pronounswhen ambiguous. It isusual to place
acomma between the independent subject pronoun and the pronoun of the subject emphasisverb mode.
e.g. Nun, American lafiu Us, we are American
Noom, American lafiu Them, they are American
Noom fiii lako jox. It was those they he gave themto.
Man, maay dem. Me, it is| who am going.
Xoolleen ko moom male Look at him, that person over there.
f. Noom Pierre Duman Those who are with Pierre Duman + Pierre Duman
2. May be combined with a demonstrative adjective (mi, mii, male, fii, fiii, fiale, i, yii, yale ec) or replaced by a
demongrative pronoun.
eg. Noom foofiu laagis. It is them over there that | see
Man mii lagis. Itis | whom he saw.
Y ooyu laydbbu. It is those things which he took away.
Demonstrative Pronouns
kooku thisperson in quegion (from kan = who?)
foofu thisplace in question (from fan = where?)
loolu thisthingin quegion (from lan = what?)
noonu thismanner in quegion (from nan = how?)
yooyu those things in question
References:
Peace Corps Course: pp 29
JApprendsle W ol of: pp 31
Baptist course: pp 20
Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 65

Initiation a la Grammaire Wolof (Samb):
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Auxiliary verbs and double verb construction

Wolof has a number of auxiliary verbs which serve to modify the verb which follows them.

ba to refuse jot to have begun to do
bégg to want, desire mas to have ever done
ragal to be afraid of doing mujj to be last to, have done finally
mén to be able nar to have the intention of doing
war to be obliged to do sS00g to have jug done

tambali to have begun to do
daan to have used to have done teel to be early in doing
door to have jud done xas to be too involved in an action to stop
faf to finish (by doing) xaw almost
faral to do often yagg to be or do for along time
fatte to forget to do yeex to do slowly
gaaw  to do quickly
ggj to not have done for along time dag to be better
guddi  to belate in doing gén to be more or better

jékk to do for the first time

When two verbs are used to form acompound tense, thereisalengtheningof thelast syllable beforethefinal verb. That

istosayan “-d isadded to theword (auxiliary verb, subject or object pronoun, or nominal object) which precedesthe
second verb.

eg. War ngaadem. Y ou mug go.
War ngakoo def. Y ou must do it.
Maangi soogadell usi. | have jud returned.

The elongated formsof the subject pronouns are:

Singular Plural
1** person naa/ namaa nanoo /nafoo
2" person | ngaa ngeena
3" person naa nafioo

The ambiguity between 1% and 3" persons singul ar is resolved by context or use of independent pronouns.
e.g Bégg ngaadem. | want you to .

The elongated formsof the object pronouns are:

Singular Plural
1° person maa noo/fioo
2" person | laa leena
3" person koo leena

There are two exceptions to use of the elongated forms: fiéw, dem do not take the “-&
e.g. Dinaadem seeti samay mbokk. | am going to | ook for my rel atives.
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When markers are present they are attachedtotheauxillary (or first) verb in doubleverb constructions. They can carry
the marks of person, mode, aspect, past time and negation, as for any verb.
e.g. Wutleen Aji Sax ji, léegi bi fiu ko manee gis Seek the Lord while he may be found.

Position of object pronouns in double verb constructions
a.  Object pronouns come between the two verbs (elongated form)

MV C subjunctive
Completive (na)
Negative (-ul)

....ngir maman koo gis
Bégg naa koo gis
Bégguma koo gis

b.  Object pronounscomesbefore both verbs

Explicative (dama)

Future (dina)

Negative (du)

Presentative

Subjective emphasis (moo)
bi/bu (temporal)

C. Exception to above

Dama koo managis
Dinaa ko managis
Duma ko managis

Maangi koy jogagis

Maa ko jékka gis
bi fiu ko manee gis...

Verbsending in suffix -si & -i when doubled with either fiéw/dem. In this case the object pronounsfollow theverb with

suffix.
e.g. hgir ma iéw seets ko cf.
ngir ma man fiéw seets ko
maa fiéw seetsi ko
bégg naa fiéw seetsi ko
dumafiéw seets ko
References:
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Possession
A. Suffix “-u”/ “-i”
1. When two nouns stand in a genitive rel ationship ('of', often showing possession), the marker has two forms: -u
and -i. Althoughsomespeakersusethemindiscriminatel y, most preser vethedistinctioninwhich -uindicatesthat
the noun it follows issingular, while -i indicatesit isplural.

e.g. Xaritu Tapha Tapha's friend
doomu seef fi The chief's son; son of the chief
bunti kér The doors of the house

Optionally the marker for nouns endingin a vowel is the addition of the classindicator of the first noun. If the class
indicator isj-, the marker of choiceis-y.

e.g. kaddug Yalla the Word of God
téereb yoon wi the book of the way
e.g. yalayjamano ji 'the god of thisworld'

In the past, the addition of the class indicator was used even with nouns ending in consonants. Thisusage isbecoming
archaic. It isuseful when anoun has several senses which are differentiated by the class indicator.

e.g. bésub atte ba ~ bésu ate ba the day of judgement
dundub fukki fan ten days' food (dund bi food")
dundug nit aperson'slife (dund gi life
mbégteg ndaw ndaw gi 'youth' (cf. ndaw s 'young woman’)
Alternatively, if the word of more than one syllable endingin a vowel no particle is added
e.g. loxo Samba Samba's arm
A word with only one sylable ending in a vowel has a-w added before the -i or the -u
eg. powu xale the toy of the child
2. Modified nouns are generally taken as being definite
eg. Buntu ké& g The door of the house
It is indicated asnon-specific with benn/ab (sing) or ay (plural)
e.g. Benn buntu ké gi A door of the house
3. The expression may take either the article of the modified noun or the modifier. Thus one could hear:
Kéru buur gii Thishouse of the King
Kéru buur bii The house of thisKing
4, “one of the” isindicated by benn ci
e.g. Benn ci bunti kér gi One of the door s of the house
5. If the second noun ismodified by a po ssessive adjective, the possessive adjective usually goes before bot h nouns.
e.g. Samadoomu xarit The son of my friend (my friend's son)
Sama doomi xarit The ons of my friend

This never indicates “my son of thefriend.” The number with respect to the noun modified isambiguous. Samadoomu
xarit could mean either “the son of my friend” or “the son of my friends”. The “-u” marksthe son as singular. When
it is necessary to remove this ambiguity, the gopropriate noun determiner can be added.

e.g Samadoomu xarit bi The son of my friend
Sama doomu xarit yi The on of my friends
Samay doomu xarit The sons of my friends
6. -u isoptiona andrarely used after certain wordsincluding:
Kér; baay; yaay; boroom; biir; waa; bés;
eg. Kér goor gi the man's house
except when these are followed by a noun modified by a possessve adjective, or one wishes to express the plural.
e.g. Samakéru xarit My friend's house
Kéri goor gi The houses of the man.
7. The particle “-u” can also indicate:
a. nouns modified by another noun
e.g. jaaykau jén The seller of fish / fish seller
kéru tabax The house (made) of masonry
a) quantity
e.g. liibéru mburu a pound of bread
paketu cere a packet of cous-cous
b) after numbers“-i” is used
e.g. fieenti xaal 4 melons

B. Possessive adjectives
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Singular Plural Singular Plural
1** person sama/suma sunu/sufiu 1% person |samay/sumay |sunuy/sufiuy
2" person | sa seen 2" person |say seeni
3" person noun + -am seen 3" person |ay noun + -am | seeni
Notes:
1. With the 3" person singular “-am” issuffixed to the noun. If the noun endsin avowel, the vowel iselongated
and m is added.
a+am = aam
e+ am = eem
é i, 8 +am=éem
0+ am =oom
0, u+ am= 6om
e.g. loxo=v loxoom hishand
téere = téereem hisbook
2. With 3 person if more than one object
ay jabaram (indefinite)
i jabaram (definite article)
3. Use of the possessive adjective does not exclude use of the article.
e.g. sama néegbi My room
sama néeg yii My rooms
sama baagyale Our rings over there

C. Possessive Pronouns

SINGULAR OBJECTS

Singular Plural
1**person | samabos (mine) | sunu bos (ours)
2" person | sabos(yours) seen bos (yours)
3" person | bosam (his) seen bos (theirs)
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JApprendsleWal of:

Baptist course:

Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart)
Initiation a la Grammaire Wolof (Samb):
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Comparison

1. To express equality
a. Subject emphasispronoun + certain stative verb such as tolloo, maase, niroo etc.
e.g. John agNancy fioo tolloo. John and Nancy, they are the same height.
Sama rakk agsa magfioo maase. My younger brother & your older brother have the same age.
Ndakaaru ak A bijan fioo tolloo rafetaay. Daker and Abijan arethe samein beauty.

b.  Benn + object predicaor
Téere yi benn lafiu These books are one/are the same.
Bii ag bale benn lafiu This one & that one are the same.

C. Use of the foll owing words:

Ni like

mel similar to

mel ni equal to, the same as

saamandaay to resemble

e.g. Dafatangni safara. Itisas hot as afire.
Dan saamandaay jant. As evident as thesun.

d. Verbal suffix “-e" attached to a stative verb followed by “ ni”

e.g. Dafa baaxe ni Moodu. He is asgood as Modou.
Dafioo nemee ni gaynde. They are asbrave asa lion.
2. To express superiority
a Subject emphasis pronoun + géna (to be more) + verb
e.g. Justine moo géna njool Pat Justine is taller than Pat.
Tool yi fico géna yaatu tool yii These fields are wider than these fields.
Man, maa ko géna gatt | am shorter than he.
Y ow, yaa magéna rafet oto. Y our car is more beautiful than mine.
(Lit. - You are more beautiful than mein cars.)
Y ow, yaa ma ¢géna rafetle. Y ours is more beautiful than mine.

Rafet plus suffix “-1€”: the pronominal substitute indicating a thing that is beautiful.

b.  Subject emphasispronoun [+/ object pronoun] + épp (to have more) + noun [+/-nominal object]

e.g. Kumba moo épp xel Awa Coumba is smarter (has more brains) than Awa.
Y aw, yaa épp wérség M usaa Y ou have more luck than Moussa.
Maa la épp xaalis I have moremoney than you.
Y een fiu épp ay xarit. Y ou have more friends than them.
Y aa ma épp ay lam Y ou have more bracel etsthan me.
Y aa ma épple. Y ou have more (of it) than me.

When one wishes to express“more of some quality than” the structure is“A épp quality B”.
When one wishes to express“more [in quantity] thingsthan” the structure is “A épp ay thingsB”.
When B isreduced to a pronoun it precedes theverb épp.

The verbal suffix “-l€” has the value of a pronominal substitute. épple (more of it).

C. Subject emphasispronoun + daga (to be better) [+/- verb (active verbsonly)] [+/- nominal object]

e.g. Seex moo daga ligggey Bala. Seex works better than Bala.
Note: dag can be used without a principal verb in which case the meaning depends on context
e.g. Abi moo dag Ana. Abi isprettier than Ana.
Ceebu jén moo dag maafe. Ceebu jén is tadier than mafe.
Senegal moo dagq Amerik. Senegal isbetter than America.

d. Useof theverb “tane” (better than).
Tane means better but isnot used in the same way daq is. It isthe opposite of yéesand indicates ageneral superiority.
Tane is used in the existence of some negative aspect of adescription.

e.g. Siisbii baaxul, siishii itam baaxul, wante bii moo tane bii.

3. To express inferiority



a. Subject + negative of stative verb (uffix “-ul”) + ni + nominal object
e.g. Pendarafetul ni Aminata. Pendais not as beautiful as Aminata.
Kawlax tangul ni Tambaa. Kaolack isnot as hot as Tamba.

b.  Verbal suffix “-€ attached to astative verb followed by the negative suffix “-wul” then followed by “ni

e.g. Aali sewewul ni man. Ali isnot as skinny as me.
Faatu rafetewul ni Penda. Fatou is not as beautiful as Penda.

c. Verb day (to beequal to) with negative suffix “-ul” followed by ni
e.g. Baaxaayam dayul ni fitam. Heis not as good as he is courageous.

d.  Subject emphasis pronoun + géna (to be more) + diminutive verb

Note: Inferiority may be expressed with this structure, but the W ol of are more likelyto make a positive comparison than
anegative. That isthey are more likely to say “Pendais more beautiful than Awa.” rather than “Awa isuglier than
Penda.” “Less than” does not exist in Wolof. Thus the Wolof would say “ This house isprettier than that house” not

“This house is less pretty than that house.”
e.g. Bii moo gén tuuti boobu Thisis analler than that one.

e. Y ées (worse than).

e.g. Yoonwi moo yées. This road is worse.
4, To express difference
a wuute (to be different)
e.g. Biiagbalewuute nafiu. This one and that one are different.

b.  dufiu benn (not the same one)
e.g. Senega ag Amerik dufiu benn Senegal and America are not the same.

C. bokkufiu (do not share)

eg. Noom fiaar bokkufiu Those two are not related/not the same.
5. To express the superlative and make comparisons

a Use of structures with “gén” or “daq” plus“ci

e.g. Omar moo dagabind ci xae yi. Omar ishe who writes the best from among thechildren.
Xaleyépp, Duudu moo ci géna baax. Of all the children, Doudou is the best.
Xaleyi, Omar moo ci dagabind. Of the children it is Omar who writes the beg.
Omar moo daga bind ci Mbane. It is Omar who is the best writer in Mbane
Moo fi daga bind. Heis the beg writer here.

b.  Class marker or relative pronoun plus “gén”.

Duudu moo xale bu gén. Doudou isthe bed child.
Gisnaa taybaas bu géna xong. | saw the most red blouse.

References:
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Questions

foo
koo
fioo
yoo
loo
noo

fan + nga
kan +nga
flan + nga
yan +nga
lan + nga
nan + nga

fu + ngeen may sometimes appear

1. fu (where) ma nu U+ n
ku/fiu (who) | + MVC {nga ngeen |+ main verb u+ nga
~ ku + nga
lu/yu (what) ‘mu  fiu J ~
fiu + nga
nu (how) +noa
Also: w g
. . lu + nga
a May be used to form quegions or asrelative pronouns
nu + nga
e.g. Fumu nekk?
Wax mafu mu dékk. Tell me where he lives. as fooleen
b. Respons takes theobject predicator mode
eg. Fumujoge? = Amerik la jége

C. ku/fiu/lu/yu when refer to the subject isactually thecontraction
of kan moo and hence mu is not used.

eg. Kuwax? = Kan moo wax? Who spoke?
2. Independent quegion words
a. May be used in oneword questions (therefore call ed independent question words)
e.g. Lan? (What?) Lanla?(What isit?) Lan ladef?(What ishe doing?)
Kan? (Whao?) Kanla? (Whoisit? Kay lay set? (Who is he seeking?)

Mbokki fan? (Where do you belong?)

b.  When the quegion refers to the object the response takesthe object predicaor mode

fan (where)

kan/fian (who) complement laa lanu

lan/yan (what) + object 'nga ngeen |+ main verb
nan/naka (how) predicator lla lafu |

kafi (when)

flaata (how much)

eg. Fanlajége?=> Ameriklajoge Where does he come from? It isfrom Americathat he comes.

Naata lay jar? How much does it cost?
Note: Thetwo structures above are equivalent and interchangeable. Thus:
Foo dékk? = Fan ngadékk? Where do you live?
Looy wax? = Lanngay wax? What are you saying?
Noo tudd? = Nakangatudd? What is your name?
Koo gis? = Kanngagis? Who did you see?
Nu mu tudd? = Nakalatudd? How is he named?
Lu Au bégg? = Lanlafiubégg? What do they want?
3. Kan/fian/lan/yan + 3™ person subject emphasis pronoun [moo/fioo] + main verb

When lan/kan refer to the subject of the sentence the response takesthe subject predicator (moo) mode.

Kan moo may be shortened to Ku
Lan moo may be shortened to Lu

eg. Kuko seeti? Who isit who went to see him?
cf Ku mu seeti? Who isit he went to see?

4, Questionsregarding plece (ie where) can also beformed with “ Ana” without a verb.
e.g. AnaDuudu? Where is Duudu?

Hence all the following are eqival ent:
Fan la kuddu yi nekk?
Kuddu yi, fan | afiu nekk?
Fu kuddu yi nekk? Where are the spoons
Kuddu yi, fu fiu nekk?
Ana kuddu yi?

Note: When the subject appears directly before theverb, theneutral form “1a’ (i.e. unconjugated) is used.
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5. Most verbs after fan/fu, naka/nu/nan take suffix -e, the marker of instrumentation, place, manner or time.
e.g. Foo jénde safas? Where did you buy your horse? (place)
Naka mu defe lu mel nii? How could he do such athing? (manner)
Lan laay lekke? With what did you eat? (ingrument)
Fan lafiuy jaare? Where did they pass? (direction)

Note: There are a number of verbs which do not take the -e place/manner suffix such as mel, nekk, féete, bayyi, joge,
dem, dékk, jém, fekk, teg Notethat for mog of these podtion or direction isinherent in the meaningof theverb.

6. Interrogative adjective -which

Formation: class indicator + “an” placed either before the noun or after

eg. Banwaxtu? Which hour?
Wan fas? Which horse?
Y an tool? Which fields?
Weer wan lafiu nekk? Which month arewe in?

Ban may be used in place of the classindicator for all Sngular dassindicator
e.g. Ban fas?=Wan fas?
When the quegion concernsthe subject then the subject emphasis sructure (moo) isused.

e.g. Manmuusa ko xosi? Which cat scratched him?
7. I nterrogative pronouns
These arethe interrogative adjectives without the noun.
e.g. Janngagis? Which (snake) did you see?
Muus xos nala. Man? A cat scratched you. Which one?

8. Yes/no questions.

a ndax (is it)
When placed at the head of a phrase, it turns the phrase into a question which expects a yes/no answer.

e.g. Ndax Wolof |a? Ishe aWol of?

b. Intonation
A phrase can also be tumed into a yegno question by the use of an interrogativeintonation. The main characteristic of
thisinterrogativeintonation is a high gart. That is, the sentence is begun with a much higher pitch than is normally used
for decl arativesentences. Notethat thisis quite different from thecorresponding English interrogativeintonation, which
usually involves arise in pitch at the end of the sentence. In fact, Wolof declarative sentences often have ahigh finish,
and may accordingly be mistaken for questions by English speakers.

Cc. Xxanaa(isit not apparently, as it appears)
It isused in questionswhich occur to the questioner because he has gotten some idea from the situation. Usually uses
either object predicator, subject emphasisor verb emphasis. Xanaacanal so haveatense non interrogative& explicative
“it isthat...” It can mark the effect of surprise, concern or agonishment. Itisusually used with either the complement
predicator (la), subject emphasis (moo) or the explicative (dafa) as by the context there will be an emphasis on a
particular part of the entence.

e.g. XanaaWolof |a? That means he's Wol of?

Xanaagg laagis It is that | have not seen you for along time.

d. mbaa (I hope that is...)
This gructure expects agreement with question asked (yes to an affirmative question; no to a negative one)

eg. Mbaakenn feebarul? = Déedéet! No oneissick, are they?
An example in practice. Thestuation. Alhadji may na Fa Der ab mango

Kan la Alhadji may mango? Who did Alhadyi give the mango to
Kan mooy may Fa Der mango? Who gave the mango to Fa Der

Ku ko ko may? Who gave it to him/her

Kan moo ko def/Ku ko def? Who did it?

References:
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Articles

Wolof isalanguage of classes. Each of the 8 singular noun classes and 2 plural classesis marked by aconsonant which
servesasthebase for acol lectionof determinant sand nounsubstitutesw hich app roximatein function the English simple
and demonstrative articl es. Wolof does not distinguish between male and female either in determinants or pronouns.
1. Definite Article
Formation: class indicator + vowel

follows noun or relative verb phrase

singular b-; g-; j-; I-; m-; s w-; k- -i = near
plural y-; fi-; -a/-é = distant
eg. dék bi the town -u = neutral
xalebu njool bi the tall child

Note: the neutral -u isincreas ngbeingreplaced by -i, carryingthe same neutral function. It isalso used to reinforcethe
pejorative nuance of the diminutive s

e.g. Mbaay 9 lay jooyal di He cries for his anall father.
Mbaay su lay jooyal di He cries for his sIf said small father.
For pronouns and proper nouns m- is used for the article and determinants
e.g. Yeesu mi thisJeaus
The plural article marker fiisused with the foll owing words:
nit (person)

jigéen (woman)
goor (man)
gaa (the people)

mag/maggat (elderly)
2. Indefinite article
There are two way s of expressing the indefinite article in W ol of.
a. ab
Formation: a+ classindicator
a+yifplura
eg. abdékk atown
ay dékk sometowns

precedes noun

The classmarkersj-, - and ii- are not used in this form. They are replaced with “ab”. Similarly, “as” is only used to
mark the diminutive, and is often accompanied by a prenasdisation of thefirstconsonantof thenoun. A noun with the
class marker s-in a non diminutive sense takes “ab”.

e.g. asngiléem a small camel

as ngarab a bush, small tree
cf aggdléem a camel

ag garab atree

This form indicates an object not identified an object which stands for a prototype, or used with a proper name it
indicates acharacterigic which the individual considers to be shared with a social type.

e.g. Ab xaedafay déggal sérifiam. A disciple should obey his marabout.
Ab Baay Moor laa doon jaay. Jéndul dara. | bargained with aBaay Moor. Hebought nothing.
b. benn
Formation: class maker + -enn
e.g. genn kér ahouse
benn xale achild
Jenn jiit fettu ko No scorpion has stung him.
Benn jigéen toggul Not one of the women has cooked.
cf.  bennci doomi goor gi one of the sons of the man
benn doomu goor gi a son of the man

This can carry the sense of the number one or of the indefinite article a/an
Thereisatendency for all class markers to be reduced to the b form, benn, especially in Dakar e.g. benn kér.
c. Withrelative verb phrase in stative verbs (adjectival) absence of the definite articleindicatesindefinite.
e.g. xae bu njoal bi the tall child
xalebu njool atall child

3. Demonstratives
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The Wolof sygem of determinants is systematic for all classes.
Thesysem isbased on:

the class indicator;

the distance which separates the speaker and the listener;

and the position of the object with respect to the speaker and the listener.
Accordingly the determinaion can be simple (no special emphasis or focus); emphatic (with spedal focuson the
referent); or associative (when the speaker associates the referent in some way with the person spoken to).
Also by an alteration of the vowel pattern of the determiner, the speaker can indicate whether the referent of the noun
is closeor remote.
Furthermoreto further attract attention one can add the suffix -1e tothe demonstrative adjective. The general effect of
thissuffix isto make the determiners more specificin their reference. Itisrarely used in Dakar Wolof. This can also mark
surprise, warning, or exclamation. When used to addresshumansit indicaes ether the second person, or exclamation
in thethird person.

e.g. Jigéen fiile, jogleen! Y ou ladies, stand up.
Gone gile, yemal! Eh! Child, cdm down.
Xale bile moo sob! How that child is turbulent.

Bii and bee are often used to stress the existence or identity of the referent, approximately equivalent in English to this
and that.

e.g. Ginaar bii wdla beelaa béggajénd. | want to buy this or that chicken (whilepointing them out).
Boobu and booba are used when thereissomekind of association between the person being spoken to and the referent.
This may be phydca as when the referent is near to or in the hands of the person spoken to, or it may be one of
acquaintance as when the speaker feds tha the referent is known or familiar to the person spoken to.

The demonstrative adjectives (except those containing the suffix -1€) can be placed before or after the noun. It is
normally placed after. Placement before the noun creates an effect of insistence.

eg. Naguloo aal jii. You did not earn this money honestly.

Naquloo jii alal. This money, you did not earn it honestly.

4, Qualifiers
a Bépp (all, each)
Formation: class maker + -épp
Bépp if placed before the noun means “each”.
if placed after the noun mean “all” or “all of the”

eg. weépp fas each horse
faswépp al of the horse
The classmarkersk-, g-, j-, arereplaced by b-. Hence one sayshbépp garab not gépp garab.
b. Beneen (another)
Formation: class marker + -eneen (other)
e.g. weneen fas another horse
C. Bu ne/bu nekk (every, each)
Formation: class marker + -u ne
e.g. Loxobunelaa nako He touched each and every hand.

Note: Although intheory, these are constructed with the cl ass markers in practiceespecially in urban areas only the b
isused. Hence bépp; benn; beneentendto replace everything.

d. Indefinites
i. Sangam (Adj. Such-and-such a)
eg. Maangi jém béréb sangam. | am going to such-and-such a place.

ii. Nangam li (houn. Indeterminant thing. Such-and-such athing)
e.g. Ménuloowax ni nangam lii moo la nagadi. Y ou cannot say that you are complaining about such and

such a thing.
iii. Nangum ak nangam. (and so forth, etc.)
iv. Diw mi (noun. indeterminate person. So-and-so)

e.g. Demuloo fo, noo mén awaxe ne diw fiéw na, diw Aiéwul?  You did not go there so how can you say
that so-and-so came while so-and-so did
not?
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. Demonstrative Adjectives
Indefinite . .
. Simple article
article Emphatic Asso cia tive o
2
remote close remote Eﬂ
a one, a close far ) close (that one (that one (that one E
(this one here) there) there close over there) b All,
to you) = Each | Another
Singular noun ab |benn |bi ba bii bile bee bae | boobu booba(le) ban bépp | beneen
classes ag |genn |gi ga gii gile gee gde |googu googg(le) gan gépp | geneen
jenn ji ja ji jile jee jae jooju jooja(le) jan jépp | jeneen
ak | kenn | ki ka kii kile kee kale | kooku kooka(le) kan képp | keneen
lenn li la lii lile lee lade loolu loola(le) lan lépp | leneen
am | menn | mi ma mii mile |mee |mae |moomu mooma(le) | man | mépp | meneen
as |senn |sS sa Sii sile see sdle | soosu soosa( e) san sépp | seneen
aw |wenn |wi wa wii wile |wee |wae |woolu woowa(le) | wan | wépp | weneen
Plural noun ay yi ya yii yile yee yae |yooyu yooya(le) yan yépp | yeneen
classes flenn* | fii fa fiii fiile fiee fiae | fioofiu floofia(le) fian fiépp | feneen*
Non visible in fi fa fii file fee fae | foofu foofa(le) fan fépp | feneen
place
Manner or ni na nii nile nee nae | noonu noona(le) nan
visible in place

* fienn and fieneen can only be used with nit where it indicatesa party of the people or another party of the people.

Close Far
bii bale

2

=

i Speaker

=

= @ &

Listener
boobu boobale
Object i

E @ qujees:fiol:

=

S

2

) o &
5. Demonstrative pronouns

Beneen another (non human) Benn a, one
Lépp Al Leneen something else Lenn something
Y épp everything Y eneen others (non humans)
Képp anybody Keneen somebody else Kenn someone/no-one
Népp all people, everybody Neneen other people, others Nenn some people
Fépp everywhere Feneen somew here else Fenn somewhere/nowhere
Neneen some other manner Dara nothing
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also  ku nekk (everyone, each person, anyone)
lu nekk (everything, each thing, anything)
lu mu man doon (anything)
lu mu man nekk (anything)
fii mu nekk (now in thisplace)
li ci des(the rest)
fii ci des (the others which remain)

Demondrative Pronouns
Emphatic Associative o
>
close remote close §,
(thisone (that one (that one o
here) there) there close to E,)
you) £
Singular noun classes bii | bile | bee | bale | boobu ban benn | beneen
kii | kile | kee | kale | kooku kan kenn | keneen képp
lii lile | lee | lale | loolu lan lenn leneen Iépp
Plural noun classes yii | yile | yee | yale | yooyu yan yeneen yépp
fii | file | fee | Nale | fioofiu fian fleneen fiépp
Place fii file | fee | fale | foofu fan fenn | feneen fépp

6. Indefinite pronouns

ku/fu to replace humans

bu/yu to replace all non human objects

The expression Some..., othersis expressed using the demonstrative pronouns:
Nii, fiee, fia e (for humans)

Yii, yee, yale (for animal s and things)

eg. Niitoog, fiee jog, fiale tédd. Some were seated, othersstanding and stil| otherslying.
Yii toj, yee xém, yale fénéx. Some were broken, others burnt and still others worm eaten.

7. Negative demonstrative pronouns
These are expressed with the pronounskenn (no-one) and dara(nothing)

eg. Kufiéw? Kenn. Who has come? No-one.

Loo def? Dara. What are youdoing? Nothing.

8. Other adverbs of insistence
dégg
dopp (only)
kepp (only, exactly)
kese (only)
kott (only, unique)
rekk (only)
References:
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Relative Pronouns

Formation: class marker + u (independent article) or i (definite article) = which
e.g. relative pronoun for ké =gu
jigéen =ju
piis = bu

u indicates that the referent is either non specific or hypothetical
fu = where/the place
ku = who/person
lu = which/thing

1. Adjectival clauses
Formation: Noun + class marker + -u + modifying noun or verb [+/- artide]
a.  Wolof has no adjectives. Adjectival clauses are formed by creating a relative clause with the noun
connected to a modifyingverb or noun by arelative pronoun.

e.g. Kkérgurey ahousethatishig/the big house
tool bu mag afield that isbig/ abigfidd
fas wu goor amale horse
b. If the qualifierisanoun only -u can beused. If the qualifier isa verb any of thesmpl e or demonstrative
article formscan be used asthe relative pronoun.
eg xaeyirafet the beautiful children
xaleba rafetoon the child who wasbeautif ul
xalebii rafet ool this very attractive child
xalebale rafet ool that beautiful child over there
c.  The definite article when present comesafter the relative verb phrase.
e.g. xalebu njool bi the tall child
ndox mu sedd mooma nga doon naan the said cold water which you were drinking
Ifthe rdativeverb phras isfollowed by another noun + determiner the determiner of adjectival clause is not used.
eg. Xalebu njool bunekk ci biir kér g... The child who isinside the house...

d. adjectival phrases can be accumulated with or without a relative pronoun connector, and with or without
use a connector such as “te”. The following are all equivalent.

e.g Mbér mu njool, réy, am doole
Mbér mu njool, mu réy, mu am doole
Mbér mu njool, mu réy, te am doole

e.  The negativeis formed by use of negative suffix “-ul”

e.g. xaebu baaxul bi the child who is not good

2. Relative clauses
-i (indicates referent is specific or established)
Formation: noun + classindicator + -a(é) (indicates referent is specific but further away) :+ modifying clause
-u (indicatesreferent is non specific or hypothetical)
a.  When the modified noun is theobject of the phrase the object relative pronoun is followed by subject &
verb. When the subject is a pronoun, the MV C pronouns (mu) are used before the verb.

e.g. kérgi Ablayejénd... the house which Ablaye bought...

nit ki nga gis... the person you saw...

kér gamu jénd.. the house he bought...

jaayka bu mu faxaritool... A seller with whom he has ties of friendship...

Nu ngi cijaju fiu naan marse Kermel... They are in amarket which one calls “Kermel”...
b.  Useof class marker + u vsclass marker + i/a

jaayka bu mu faxaritool... A seller with whom he have ties of friendship...

jaayka bi mu faxaritool... The seller with whom he has ties of friendship...

C. Note tha for activeverbs, the particle “di” atached to the reative pronoun indicatesan habitual action.
The absence of “di” indicatesthat the action iscompleted. It isplaced immediately before the verb.

e.g. jigéen juy liggéey ci dékk ba... awoman that works in town...
cf. jigéenju liggéey ci dékk ba... awoman that has worked in the town...
piis bé muy jénd... the material heis buying...

d. Thenegtiveif formed by addingnegative suffix to verb ie -ul /-wul (hot conjugaed)
e.g. xalebi muindiwul... the child he has not brought...
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xaleyi mu indiwul... the children he has not brought...

e. If the rdative clause applies to apronoun or proper noun, the class marker formingthe rd ative pronoun
introducing the clauseis ‘m-'.

eg. Yaw mi fieme... You who are courageous...
Paul mi baax... Paul who isloud...

Compare: xale bi samaxaritindi... The child whom my friend brought... (dependent clause)
xae bi la sama xarit indi. It's the child (that) my friend has brought. (independent phrase)
sama xarit indi naxale bi. My friend has brought the child. (independent phrase)

3. Independent relative pronouns

Formed on the badsof ther referent
if place f - . . .

. +u (indicatesreferent is non specific or hypothetical)
if manner n A . e .
. o or +i (indicatesreferent is gpecific or egablished)
if person k, fi
e +a
if thing Ly
e.g. ku mufi, muuf He who is patient will smile.
ki agsi leédg, Americain |&é The person who just arrived isAmerican.
Fu Seydu dem? Where ever did Seydou go?
Fi nga joge sore na Where you are coming from is far.

Note: -u being hypothetical hasaincomplete connotation even without ‘di' whereas -i hasa completive connotation.

e.g. Ku fi Aéw lafiu wax They talk(ed) about whoever comeshere.
cf  Ki fi Aiéw lafiu wax They talk(ed) about him/her who has come here.
Nu Au defare bunt yi lafiu may won They're showing me how they repair the doors.
cf  Ni Au defare buntyi la fiu may won They're showing me how they fixed the doors.
References:
Peace Corps Course: pp 77, 94, 114
JApprendsleWal of: pp 130
Baptist course: pp 63
Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 36-41
Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 48
La Determination Nominale en Wol of pp 50-55
Exercises:
JApprends|eWolof: pp 133-135

Baptist course: pp 66-68 Revised 6 August, 1999
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Temporal & Hypothetical Clauses

L. Bu/Su + (conjugation MVC) [+/-object pronouns] + verb +-ee/oo/aa
Su isinterchangeable with bu.

1. Formation
Singular Plural
1** person bu ma bu fiu
2" person | boo bu ngeen
/boo leen
3™ person bu bu fiu

bu ngeen usedin Mbane
a. Indicatesan action or state that the time referred to is either anticipated (future) or hypothetical ie when
or if; It can also indicate an habitual action in the present. (Church ses the diginction beween bu and bi
as being non-det ermined/determined rather than temporal see Church p227).

b. Suffix attached to verb
i. if the verb ends in a consonant = -ee

e.g. bumawaxee... when/if | speak...
ii. if the verb ends in a long vowel =~ no marker
e.g. bu fiu xuloo... when/if they fight...

iii. If the verb ismonosyllabic and endsin avowel thesuffix dependson the preference of the speaker.
It may be -7ee/?7ée (ee preceded by glottal sop) or -yee or -wee.
a a 60 = attach -ee ater the vowel preceded by a glottal stop
éio6,ue <= attach -ée ater the vowel preceded by a glottal stop
e.g. buleen foee.... [fore]] when/if welthey play....
Thisisthe case for:

ba to leave woo  tocal

dee to die luu to be mute

ju to sow té to be impossible

Note two exceptions

di tobe = budee If it isthat...

ne to speak = bu nee If he said...

iv. polysyllabic verb ending in e, é, i (short front vowels) = replace final vowel with -eg/ée
e.g. bumako teree... if/when | prohibit it...

bu ko indee... when if he bringsiit...

V. polysyllabic verb ending in a, & (short central vowels) = replace final vowel with -aa
eg. bumadumaaxalehbi... when/if | spank the child

vi. polysyllabic verb ending in o, 6, u (short back vowels) = replace final vowel with -00/-60
e.g. bumako soxloo... when/if | need it...

C. If the verb is negative, the temporal suffix is not used, but the 3™ person singular negative suffix -ul/-wul
or dul (fordi)is.

e.g. bumawaxul... if | don't gpeak [negative of bu ma waxee]
bu madul wax... if/when | am not speaking [negative of bu may wax]

d. If the verb is marked by di, the temporal suffix is not used and di/y comes between subject pronoun &
verb, indicating aconditiona present or afuture progressive

e.g. bumay wax... iffwhen | am geaking
buy liggéey.... if/when he is working
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e. Toindicate ahypothetical action in the past, the temporal suffix isalso not used. The past marker -oon/-
woon isadded. The hypothetical action can be unaccomplished indicaed by doon.

e.g. bumawaxoon... if | had spoken
bu deewoon... if he had died
Bu mako doon gis, dinaa ko wax dégg. If I had seen him regularly, | would have told him the truth.

When stringing two past conditions together, the second bu + -oon are optional

e.g. Bumadoon liggéey walla (bu) ma am(oon) sama kéru bopp, dootumanaqarlu.
If I were working or had my own house, | would no longer be distressed.

f. Special construction “bu dee” (if it turns out....)
e.g. bu dee baax nafiu if it turns out that they are good
bu dee dégg la if it turns out that it is the truth

The temporal clause does not distinguish between the future and hypotheticd possbilities (when and if). The
structure of the post temporal clause can remove this ambiguity.
ii. When a future event is anticipated (i.e. when), the subordinate clause usesconjugation of dina
e.g. Bu mawaxee dinafiu déglu When | speak they will listen
ii. When afuture hypothetical or conditional event is envisaged (i.e. if), the subordinate clause uses
the MV C pronouns
e.g. Bu mawaxee fiu deglu If 1 speak they will listen

Note that the post temporal clause can take any of the Wolof modal forms.

3.

Special congructions for avoiding MV C conjugation

a. “bu fekkee ne..../ bu fekkeente ne...” (if it happens that, if...) followed by a phrase with itsnormally
modal conjugation.

e.g. Su fekkee ne gsoon naa ko, kon waxoon naa lako. If I had seen her, | would have said it to her.

b.  “boo xamee ne/bi nga xamee ne” (when you know that, when...)

e.g. Béshboo xamee ne, dinga liggéey nangamako wax The day you will work, tell me

Temporal clauses commencing with a time word use a rd ative pronoun based on class marker
e.g. Bésbu masama baay joxee sama xaalis dinaa ci jénd dall.

The day my father gives me my money, | will buy sandal s with it

Waxtu wu ma ko gisee dinaa ko japp The hour | seeit, I'll catch it

Saa su fiu demee, dinaa ko wax The moment they come | will tell you

bu + noun (time) + -ee isused to form adverbial clauses
e.g. Bu Tabaskee, dinaa fiéw. At the Tabaski (when it's Tabaski) | will come.
Bu subaa dinaa ko indil ai. Tomorrow (when it's tomorrow) | will bring lunch for him.

Contrary to fact condition
a.  Affirmative su/bu (conjugated) + verb + -oon , du/dina.....
e.g. Sungeen maxamoon, dingeen xam Baay bi itam

Ifyou had known me, you would have known the Father al so.

b. Negative su/bu (conjugated) + verb + -ul + woon, du/dina....
e.g. Su nu amul woon bét, dunu gis If we had no eyes, we would not see.
C. “su fekkoon” (equivalent to su fekkee ne)

e.g. sufekkoon loolu amul, dumaleen ko wax Ifl were not so, | would not have told you.
d. di+ oon (doon) without verb

e.g. sumadoon yaw ... If1 were you.
e. The progressive form isindicated by di + oon (doon) with verb
e.g. bu fu doon liggéey, dinafiu ko noppi If they were working, they would be quiet.

f. bu + -eecontrags with bu + -aa which indicatesan habitual action or a state situated in the past.
e.g. Nu fu goobaa, fiu di ci maye. When they used to harvest, they had the habit of digributing from it.
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II1. Bi/ Ba + MVC [+/- object pronoun] [+/-y/di] + verb + -ee/oo/aa
Indicateshot h clauses ar e situated inthe past and the subordinae clause precedesthe principle action, iewhen or after.
a ‘ba’ indicates the action occurred in the more digant pag than ‘bi'. It is more often than not used
interchangeably with “bi”. But on the whole the closer to the present the event has occurred the more
likely bi isto bechosen. The furtherin time from thepresent the event has occurred the more likely “ba’
isto be used. This can be represented by the following diagram.

b. When *“di” is not present bi + -eeindicatesthat the
action or statereferred Bi to by the verb in the temporal
clause is completed, thusindicating when or after.
When di is used this  Past Present jngicates that the action is
occurring (the past Ba progresdve) i.e when.. was...ing

C. bi/ba cannot be combined with -oon. The
hypothetical situated in the pag isformed with bu.

d. Suffix followssamerule asfor bu (see 1)

Singular Plural

1* person bi ma bi fiu

2" person | boo/ binga bi ngeen

/boo leen
3" person bi mu bi fiu
e.g. bi ngayliggéey When youwereworking.
ba ngeen fiwee When/after you had come.
bi mu deeee When/after he had died.
bi ma waxul When | hadn't spoken
bi ma dul wax When | wasn't speaking

e. Post temporal clause
Normally consigs of MV C + verb +/- nominal object

e.g. Bamawaxee fiu dem When/after | had spoken, they left.
But may also take the complement predicator mode.
e.g. Bi mawaxeelafiu dem It wasafter | had spoken that they |left.
Or may also be conjugated with dafa
e.g. Bi majoégee kér g, dama duggwoto ba Dakar After | left the house, | took the bus to Dakar.
f. When the subject isstated the 3™ person pronoun mu/fiuisdropped; and the object pronounsprecede the
subject
e.g. bi ko Fall beyee... When/ after Fall cultivated it...

111. BA + MVC + verb without suffix

indicates until
eg. bamanéw..... until | arrived
cf. bamafiéwee... when/after | arrived

v BA + verb
expresses the consequences or results of an action

e.g. Lekk nabanoppi. He hasdready eaten/he hasfinished eating.
Xaar naa leen ba sonn. | wated for you until tired. ie. | have waited a longtime for you.
Damaa ree ba sonn. I laughed until | wastired of laughing.
Liggéey na ba bégga dee. I worked until | was dead tired.

Rafet na ba bégga dee. She is killingly beautiful.
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Note: Do not confuse the temporal/conditional clauses with the negative of the obligative
bu (conjugated) + object pronoun + verb

bu ma bu fiu
bul bu leen
bu mu bu fiu
e.g. bu mako gis let me seeit

\% Koon, kon, konte
In the past another structure exiged to express the conditional, but it has all but disappeared from use now. Koon was
suffixed to the verb to indicate the hypothetical in the past.

e.g. defkoon naako If I had doneit...

Cey amkoon naa jabar, bu sama coro deewul woon. | would have had a wife if my fiance hadnt died.

Thisisrelated to the current word “kon” or “konte” at the start of a phrase which indicates “therefore”.

e.g. Fey naalaba mu jeex, kon dangawar far samatur. | havefinished paying you, therefore you must

remove my name.

References:

JApprendsleWal of: pp 57, 108-110

Baptist course: pp 70, 73f, 77, 81, 88, 109f
PhD Thedsof Eric Church: pp 216-237

Notes on Wolof Grammar (Stewart) pp 41-46

Initiation ala Grammaire Wolof (Samb): pp 100

Grammaire Wolof (Dial) pp 6

Exercises:

JApprendsleWolof: pp 64, 112-115

Baptist course: pp 71f, 75, 88f Revised 6 August, 1999
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Expression of Time & Duration
1. bu yagg since along time

bu yaggul  not been long since
lu yagg for along time

e.g. Demnabuyagg. He left ages ago.
Demnaluyagg. He has been gone for along time
Y agg naa sey | have been married for along time
Yaggufioo jénd kér gi It has not been | ong since we bought the house

NB Double verb congruction

2. (o1] It has been along time since | have not....I have not....for along time
géul It has not been long since....
e.g. 04 naakoo gis | have not seen him for along time
ggumakoo gis It has not been long since | saw him

NB Double verb congruction

3. Since(dateof origin)
Date + object predicator + verb of time + principle verb
verbs of time e.g. tambal i, door, ggj, mujj
e.g. Daaw laatambalee tux | have smoked since last year (It is last year that | started to smoke).
14 Novembre la door njang mi He commenced her apprenticeship on 14 Novembre.
Bésu sambaraax ba |lafiu géja dem tefes We have not been to the beach since the day of the storm.
Bi ma noppee jang lafiu mujjee dem sinemaa We have not been to the cinema since | finished my studies

Questions may be formed in a Smilar way

Kafi ngatambal ee tux? (Since)When did you begin to smoke?

Kaf ladoor jang mi? When did you begin your apprenticeship?

Kaf | afiu gé&a dem tefes? When did you last go to the beach?

Kaf ngeen mujjee dem cinema? When did you last go to the cinema?
4. Expression of duration inre ation to the moment when speaking.

Kafl nga tambal ee tux? When did you begin to smoke?

a. amna+ expresson of duration (i.e x fan/ayu-bés/weer/at etc)

e.g. Bi matambalee tux ak|éegi am na fiaari at. | have been smoking for 2 years.
[lit. Since the moment | began to smoke and now there are 2 year 5]

b.  Naari at a ngi may tux. It's been 2 years that | have smoked.
5. Expression of duration not relaed to the moment when gpeaking

Ban diir nga tux? How longhave you snoked?

a.  Tux naalu tollook faari weer I have smoked for 2 months

b.  Tux naadiiru faari weer I have smoked for 2 months
6. ci/ca+ temporal clause (bi/ba/bu + temporal marker) during, while

ba + temporal clause (bi/ba/bu + temporal marker) until

e.g. Xaaroon naa ba ba mu fiéwee | wated until he arrived.

Dinaa xaar ba bu génnee | will wait until he leaves
Ku sacc jagal bi yit, ¢ci bi muy taw biig ci guddi. He who stole the ram, itwas whileit was raining last
night

Cere, ca bu muy tang lafiu koy laal oo. It iswhileit ishot that one adds the baobab leaves.



7. Before
a Before in past time laata
bi/ba....laata Thereisno elongation with thisconstruction
i. bi/ba+ MV C [+/- object pronoun] + laata + verb
e.g. Bi ngalaatafiéw tey, jang naalu bari Before you cametoday, | gudied much.
Bi ma ko laata gis, xam na xebaar bii Before | saw him he knew the news.
ii. Can also be used with anoun or an expression without a verb
e.g. Bi fiu laata Tabaski, dem na
Bi fiu laata ak Tabaki, dem na Before Tabaski, hewent
cf  Bi Tabaski dilaatafiéw, dem na
iii. Laata may al be used alone with elongation of the pronoun or di/y
e.g. Def naako laata ngay fiéw | did it before you came
Waajaloon nafiu ay yérelaatamoo juddu  They prepared clothes before he was born.
[moo = mu elongated]

iv. The verb auffix -agul may have same sense as laata.
e.g. Def naako, fekk na fiéwagul | did it, you hadn't come yet
= Def naa ko laata ngay fiéw | did it before you came
b. Before in future time bala

i. balaa + noun designating time
e.g. Balaa Tabaski, dinaalajéndal yére yu bees Before Tabaski, | will buy you new clothes.
Bégg naa laa gis, balaa dibeer | want to see you before Sunday
ii. balaa + nominal subject + di + verb
e.g. BalaaTabaski di fiéw, dinaalajénda yéreyu bees. Before Tabaski, | will buy you new clothes.

Balaanawet di jot....... Before the wet season comes..

iii. bala+ MVC [+ /-object pronoun] [+/-di] + verb
e.g. Balamalakoo jox...... Before | giveit to you

Balamalakoy jox.... Before | giveit to you

iv. bala may also be combined with laata => before in future time (rare)
e.g. Dinaako def balangay laatafiéw | will do it before you come
C. Before in future time soga

e.g. Baleel néeg bi, nga soga dem

_ Baleel néeg bi, balaa ngaa dem | Sweep the bedroom before you .

8. Léegi
a Near future Léegi + MVC + verb
e.g. Léegi mu fiéw. She is coming right now.
L éegi mu taw. It is going to rain now.
b. Near past Completive + 1éegi
e.g. Waccna léegi. He has just quit work.
Taw nal éegi. It has just rained.
9. After

a. After in past time
i bi/ba + temporal cl ause
This can mean when or after in past time
ii. Gannaaw/ginnaaw + tempord clause with bi/ba
Emphasizes the idea of after.
e.g. Gannaaw ba mu fajége, demoon na dékk ba. After he got up from there, he went to town.
Gannaaw ba mu demee, doomam fiéw. After he had left, his child came.
b.  After in future time
i bu/su + future temporal cl ause
This can indicate if, when or after.
ii. Gannaaw/ginnaaw + bu + future temporal cl ause
Emphasizes the idea of after.
e.g. Gannaaw bu fiéwee, dinaako def. After he comes | will do it.
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10. After that
bu looluee
bu loolu amee
bu ko defee
bu mu weesu foofu

11. As soon as
A conditional present progressive clause (bu + future temporal clause with di), followed by another clause beginning
with di. The subject must be identical for both cl auses.

e.g. bumay egg di lako yéal. As oon as |l arrive, | will tell you.
Buy egg, di lako yégal As son as hearrives, hewill tell you.
12.  Anticipated event in the future fi ak

e.g. Dinaajoge Senegaal fi ak fiaari at. | will leave Senegal in 2 years.
Fi ak many be said as feek

13. Duration of event in the future

e.g. Dinaajége Senegaal faari at. | will leave Senegal for 2 years.
References:
Peace Corps Course: pp 95f, 193
JApprendsleWolof: p 58
Baptist course: pp 77f, 82
Exercises:

Baptist course: pp 78f Revised 6 August, 1999
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Wolof Grammar Notes: Conjunctions

1. Conjunctionsof coordinaion

ak

te

di
walla

mbaa

am
koon/kon
boonte/bon/boon

boog

nag
kon boog
kon nag

ndaxte

ngir
ndax

nde

ndegam

maaxallaa

joins two nouns, or two
pronouns with the sense of
“and”, or introduces an
adverb of manner with the
sense of “with”. When the
preceding word endsin a
vowel the “ak” is added to
that word.

joins two propositions or
two verbs

joins two verbal
expressons
or

or, or else, otherwise

or
therefore, gven that, in that
case

therefore

therefore, in that case

therefore, in that case
therefore

therefore

because

for, because, in order to
for, because, in order to.
May indicéate either goal or

cause

in effect, since

given that

thereason is, it isthat

fas &k xar

man ak yow
Pentaak Faatu
Faatook Penda
daw ak doole

Toogal te xaar ko.
Am najom te amna xel.

Biiram dafay daw, jox ko buy
walla mbiskit.

Xaar ma nu and, mbaa nga jiitu
ma, boo yakkamtee.

Dangay dem, am dangay toog?

Fey naalabanu jeex, kon
danga wara far samatur.

Nee nga tey ngay dem, bon jox
ma sama xaalis!

Boroom kér g nekku fi, nafiu
fiibbi boog.

Jox ma nagli mala abdoon!

Duma la dig ndaxte bégguma laa
fen.

Toppaatd fiaw bi ndax mu géna
dégér!

Dafiu fomm sabar gi ndax taw
bi.

Sikkumala, nde li nga xal aat
nga wax.

Ndegam saxaa gi raw nanu,
nanu sakk meneen pexe.

Kenn jéndul jén yi, maaxallaa
dafiu jafe.

a horse and a sheep
me and you

Penda and Fatou
Fatou and Penda
Run strongly

Sit down and wait for him.
He hasa sense of honour and he
is reasonabl e.

He hasdiarrhea, give him
monkey bread or a biscuit.
What for mesowecan go
together or elsegoon ahead if
you arein ahurry.

Are you going, or areyou
staying?

| have finished paying you, so
you should remove my name.
You said you were going today,
SO give me my money!

The head of thehouse is not
here, so inthat case let usgo
home.

Give me, then, what | loaned
you.

I will not promise you because |
do not want to lieto you.

Redo the sewing o that it will
be moresolid.

The dance was put of because of
the rain.

| do not hold a grudge against
you since you said what you
thought.

Given that we have missed the
train, let us find another
solution.

No-one has bought the fish,
because they are too expensive.
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2. Conjunctions marking opposition
moona/moonte  Yyet, however, even though

ndaxam how ever, nevertheless
wante/waaye but, however
terewul/teewul  however, yet

3. Other Conjunctions

maanaam that is to say

naka jekk normally

rawatina especially, in particular

ndare unl ess

ndeke/nd ekete conjunctionintroducing a
discovery, while in fact

amaana perhaps without doubt

daanaka approximately, about, so to
speak

gannaaw since, after

References

Initiation ala Grammaire Wolof (Samb):
Grammaire Wolof (Dial)

Wegu ma, moona nijaayam laa.

Ndaxam yedd naalo batayyi
de.

Kér g sotti na, waaye kenn
dékkagu ci.

Warax, maanaam wann fiam
wo0o0 sagamiwul, mén najur
metitu biir.

Nanu ndaw fiépp wuyusi,
rawatina fii dékk ci gox bi!

Tey oto safiul jaar ci kofi bi,
ndare dafa am permi.

Dafiu foogoon ne xal e bi dafa
sibbiru, ndeke dafanas

Amaana sa baay fiéw tey.
Daanakaloolu laa wax.

Baal ma gannaaw li malawax
neexu la!

pp 123-124
pp 39-40

He does not respect me, even
though | am his uncle.
Nevertheless, | often gave him
advice.

The house isfinished, but no-
oneislivingin it yet.

To swallow whole, that isto say,
swallow food which has not
been chewed, can give stomach
aches

May all the youth answer our
call, especia ly those from this
suburb.

Today, the cars must not drive
on thisroad, unless they have
permisson.

We thought that the child had
malaria, while in fact he had
measles.

Perhaps your father will come
today.

That was about what | said.

Forgive mesince | what | said
was not pleasngto you.

Revised 20 July, 1999



55

Wolof Grammar Notes: Exclamatives

1. Interjections.

Astafurlaal Blasphemy!

Axakay! Certainly!

Ayca Aywal Let’s go!/Go!/Do it!

Ayobo! Heave!

Bajo! Bravo! Not bad!

Billaay! | swear by the name of God!

Cam!/Cem!/Cim!/Cum! Pooh! Bah! (Repugnance or indignation)/ Oh ah! (Admiration)

Céy vallal Oh my God (sign of pity)

Céy / Céy Oh! (admiration or surprise)

Céy waay! Oh dear!

Cipiri! Bah! Phoney!

Déggt! Absol utel y, certainly!

Duul! Blast! Bloody hell! Shit! Dash!

Ee Hey! (For calling someone along way awvay, to threaen or to warn)

Epépépép! Oh lalal Fantastic!

Eskey Bravo! (Surprise, admiration)

Ey followed by a noun preceded by its posses ve adjective and followed by itsarticle! (Expresses commiseration)
eg. Eysamandey jal Oh, my poor mother!

lii! Hey! (Surprise, indignation)

liyal Ouch!

Kaar! (Protection against evil eye)

Laay! | say! (Surprise)

L aaylaaylalaal Oh my God!

Maaradeytaali! Certainly not!

Massal Take courage! Consol e yoursel fl

Mbas! Go to hell! I have had enough! Damn!

Miigl/Muut!/Cell! Silence! Shut up!

Moo! Looy xulli? But! Why are you looking at me like that?

Mool! But! | say!

Ndeysaan! / Andaysaan Oh dear! (Sign of pity)

Ndokk! So much the better!

Ngal la +(noun/pronoun)!  Woeto
e.g. Ngallayaw! Woe to you!

Naw! Well done! Bad luck! That will teach you!
Pupp! Pooh! (Disgust)

Saay! Oh! (Admiration)

Sallaaw! Agreed! Undergood!

Sas! Oh! (Usad to emphasize something, admiration, gratitude)
Séttétététét! Ohlala

Tasaa Never! Certainly not!

Tuug! Don’t do that!

Uf! Wuf! Bah! Phooey! So what!

Us! Ouch! (To express pain)

Waawaaw! Of course, yes!

Waay! Look here! | say! (Surprise and ?indignation)

Wey wal ooy! Help!

Weéy man!/wéy yaay! Help

Wooy/Wuy sama ndey! Ouch

Xuux! Boo! (To frighten)

Yallatere! God forbid!

Y ée! Oh! (Surprise or forgetfulness)

Y 60! Oh no! Oh, oh! (Mistrust, fear, surprise)
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2. To call for help one add’s the siffix -eey

e.g. Sacceey! Hel p, thief!
Lakkeey! Firel
Jaaneey! Help, a snake!
3. Sentence beginningwith li
e.g. Xalaat naalalool. Li mala xalaat!
| thought alot aout you. How | have thought about you!
Jambat nafiu leen lool. Li fiu leen jambat!

They complained about them alot. How they have complained about them!

4. Optative
e.g. Ngadem! Leavel!
References
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1. Generd adverbs
a Lool
e.g. Baax nalool.
b. Baépp
eg. Nor nabaépp.
C. Ba dee
e.g. Dafabon badee.

Dafa fiaaw ba dee.
Liggéey naa ba dee
Baax na ba dee
Daw na ba dee.

Wolof Gramm ar Notes: Adverbs

It is very good.

It istoo ripe,

very, reinforces the idea of the verb

He is very wicked.

Sheisvery ugly.

| worked very hard.

He is very good.

he ran until breathless, ran fast.

Very (deformation of the French trop)

It is very hot.

d. Torop
e.g. Dafatang torop.
e. Fuuf

e.g. Maala man fuuf.

2. Temporal adverbs
a Similaak-saala
e.g. Similaak-saala, dugub ji nekk sunguf.

adverb of comparison; by far
| am better than you by far.

in the blink of an eye.

3. Adverbs of intensity/ superlatives

a. Idiomatic with verbs

bees tag/pull/peq
dégér kénn/kécc
diis gann

dijj fétéy

doy sékk

duuf ba ne futt
far nip

fatt targj

feesdell

féscinn

fey kamaj

forox toll

gudd col eet/ba ne loos
janoo makk/nakk
jeex takk

jub xocc

leer naif

16 witt

Iéjal witt

|éndém kéruudkuruus
lew domm

lewet domm to have no taste

mat sékk

mokk rumbux/rumbax/rup

naay napp

niin mbott/batt
nooy nepp

fior xomm

fiuul kukk/kurum
pes téll

rattax banday/bareet
saf sap

sedd guyy

to be completely new

to be very solid or hard

to be very heavy

to be very plump

to be completely sufficient

to be very fat

to be very syrupy, very concentrated
to be totally blocked

completely full

very evident

to go out suddenly

to be very sour, acd

very long

to be completely face to face

to be completely finished, used up
to be completely straight, square or honest
to be crystal clear, very bright

to be completely twisted together
to harass energetically

to be completely dark

to be completely honestly acquired

to be totally complete

to be completely assimilated or learnt; to be completely milled or plucked or crushed

to open the mouth completely

to be very oily or fatty

to be very soft or spongy

to be thoroughly cooked, completely ripe or very aged
totally black

to slgp with all one's might

very slippery

to be full of flavour

cold asice
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In the blink of an eye the millet was transformed into flour.
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seey xorom
sés rékk

set wecc

Sew ruuc/ruuj

sifi fagy

suba cuuy

suur kéll

takk jéreet

talli Aadd/fareet/fiarr
tangjérr/jépp

taq ripp

tas tasar

to be completely dissolved

to be placed completely againg something or jug nextto something
to be clean assnow

to be very «kinny, to bevery fine

to smile showing well all the teeth

very early

to be completely full (from eating), stuffed

to suddenly flare out or blaze

to be very tight or stretched

to be very hot

to be completely stained or spotted or very dirty
to be completely scattered

taxaw temm to be completely resolute, to stop suddenly

taxaw jonn

téticc

teen padd

tooy xipp/xepp

ub rapp

ubbi ba ne nall/yayy/yayeet
way denn

wéet wéyér

weex tall/durr

weér céyn/pény

to be totdly vigilant

to be completely rebdlious disobedient

to be stretched to the limit

to be completely soaked

close energetically

to open wide brutally

well curdled, well understood

totally deserted

white as snow

to be completely certain, completely healed

wex xatt to be very bitter
wow konny to be completely dry
woyof toyy to bevery light or easy
xam xéll to be certain of, to know certanly
xappit papp/yall
Xasaw xunn to stink
X€ees pecc to havea very palecomplexion
xonq curr/coyy very red
yaanapp/yambal an to be vast, pacious and clear
yaq yaxeet to be totally destroyed, worn out or used
yem kepp to be just right, equal

b. I diomatic with nouns
kaat ariit a painful pinch on the ears with fingernails
kurpefi tuyy a hard punch
rékk dill a hard punch on the back
talaata fuuf aviolent slap
Wex téyy a hard kick backwards
xét faac aviolent whack
yet/yat wérr/dérr a hard blow with a staff/stick

C. Intensity can also beexpressed by a doubling of gativeverb.

e.g. fuulafuul Very black

weexa weex Very white
dawa daw Run very fast.



d.

Co-verbsusing ne
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A certan goup of co-verbsare accompanied by ne and usually express intensity. In this structurene functionsas the
verb and the other part of the co-verb follows the normal conjugation structure. It is not a double verb constructionin
that there is no elongation of thevowel precedingthe “second” verb. Some examples are gven below. Other examples
can be found in DIALO 1985 Elements Expressifsdu Wol of Contemporain.pp 47-57

ne cell
ne cocc

ne fagy

ne fuuf

ne gann

ne jadd
ne jakk

ne jaas
ne jéppét
ne jodd
ne jonn

ne lacc

ne ladd
ne lanfi

ne mes

ne méll

ne mérr

ne miig

to be silent, calm
to be completely
recovered, to be
unscathed, unhurt
to be visble to be

apparent

to eat gluttonously

to be in abundance

to be completely stiff
to lool with a fixed
gaze, to stare

to arrive suddenly

to blaze up suddenly

to be completely
vertical

with viligance,
attentivdy

to be flaccid,
spiritless dogtired,
exhausted

to bein great
abundance

to be gaping wide
open

to disappear suddenly
asif by magic

to appear suddenly

to disappear

completely, furtively
to become silent

Mu ngi ne cell ci rugam.
S6féor baa nga ne cocc; i mu
yeboon a am fiu gaafiu.

kenn di werante kunte gi; weer waa
ngi nefagy.

Amul daraluy kumpa lu fiu dul siiwal
bés, wallalu laqu lu fiu dul fedfial, ba
mu ne fagy. (Lk8:17)

Niiru naku xiifoon; dafiu ko jox an
bi, mu ne ko fuuf.

Nawet bi baax na; dugub jaangi ne
gani.

Damaxé&y saam|oos nejadd.
Dama ko ne jakk, mu tiit.

Féggul; dafanejaas cabiir néeg hi.
Nax mi ne jéppét, xale yi daw.
Mu ngi nejodd ci étt bi.

Taxawleen jonn ba kenn bafia yaq
seen liggéey.

Sunuy bakkaar a tax mu gaafiu,

ne lacc ndax sunuy toofi. (Isa535)

Gerte gaa ngi ne ladd.
Bunt baa ngane | affi.

Dun yépp dddi nemes te kenn
gisatul tund ya. (Rev 16:20)

Bi mu defee loolu, Iépp leer ci seni
bét, fiu daldi ko xamme. Waaye Y eesu
ne mes gisatufiu ko. (Lk24:31)
Kenn foogul woon ne dana fiéw ca
ndaje ma, moo tax ba mu ne méll,
fiépp abég.

Moo tax keroog atte bafi bon ne
dall, fiiy bakkaar ne méll ci
mbooloom fii jub.

Ceeb bu ssw dara ne mérr; kenn
gisatu ko ci hitig yi.

ni lay nekkekéemaan ci xeet yu bare;
fu mu teew buur yi ne miig

ci gislu fiu musul agis,

xam lu fiu musul axam. (Isa52:15)

Heis quig in his corner

The chauffeur wasunhurt; it was
among the passengers that there were
injuries

No one will argue about the start of
Ramadan as the moon was well
visible.

For there is nothing hidden that will
not be disclosed, and nothing
concealed that will not be known or
brought out into the open.

It appearsthat heishungry; they gave
him lunch and he scoffed it down
gluttonousdly.

The wet season was good; there isan
abundance of millet.

| woke up with acompletely stiff neck.
| gared & himand he got frightened.

He did not knock; he just suddenly
entered the room.

The grass suddenly caught fire and the
children ran away.

He is ¢anding graight in the the
courtyard.

Be careful so hat no-one will ruin your
work.

But he waspierced for our
trangyressons, he was crushed for our
iniquities;

The peanuts are in abundance.

The door is wide open.

Every island fled away and the
mountains could not be found.

Then their eyeswere opened and they
recognised him, and he disappeared
from their sight.

No one thought he would come to the
meeting which iswhy when he
appeared suddenly everyone was
delighted.

Therefore the wicked will not stand in
the judgement, nor sinnersin the
asembly of therighteous

The broken rice has disappeared. No
one seesit any longer in the shops.

So will many nations marvel at him,
and kingswill shut their mouths
because of him. For what they were
not told, they will see, and what they
have not heard they will undergand.



60

ne muut
ne mbapp

ne nérém

ne Aumm
ne nalan
ne napp
ne patt
ne pacc
ne péll
ne poset
ne
racc/ragy
ne raww
ne remm/
rémm

ne réll

ne rodd
ne secc
ne selaw
ne seef
ne taraj

ne tasar

ne téll

ne tembe

ne tipp

newabit

to be saurated/

to be silent

to fall heavily, to fall
flat on the ground.
prostrate at full length

to be whole,
complete.

to collapse at full
length

to be very vast

to stay silent

to cut into 2 equal
hal ves.

to exit like a
whirdwind.

to leave suddenly

to be too tight
to throw into prison

to be calm, gill (for
water, sea)

to explode with adry
sound.

to stand up straight
without moving

to drink in one gulp

to be without a sound,
completely silent

to arrive unexpectedly
to be completely
closed, blocked,
sealed.

to be completely
dispersed, scattered
to appear suddenly

exactly, precisely

to severe or cut
cleanly
to return suddenly

Poos baa ngi me muut ak xaalis.
Dafa ko puus mu ne mbapp daanu.

Mu dugal loxo ba ci mboxosam, jél ca
aw xeer, te mu sanni ko ak mbagam,
mu dal waayi Filisti ji cajé ba, te xeer
wanuur ca biir j& bu waayi Filisti ji.
Mu ne nérém, dépp kanam gi ci suuf.
(1 Sam 17:49)

Mburu mu ne iumm la indi.

Coono bee tax mu agsi neyalafi ci
basay gi.

Néeg baa ng nenapp, beneen la xaj
nafi.

Nii laa janook moom, mawoo ko mu
ne patt.

Neel pacc mburu mi jox ko wallam.

Dafane péll, ne majakk.

Dafa ne poset, diggci oto bi ko doon
xaar.

Damamujj Smmi taybaasbi, dafa ne
racc ci ndigg li.

Atte nafiu ko bane ko raww ci kaso
bi.

Géegj gaangi ne remm.

Bal bi nee naréll.

Mu ngi ne rodd ci bopp ko bi, di
Xaar xaritam.

Waroon naa mar, dafa ne secc bisaab
bi.

Mbote ma dindi na juréom-fiaareelu
tayu ga, asamaan si ne selaw lu mat
genn-wallu waxtu. (Rev 8:1)

Dafa jékki-jékki ne seef.

Fatt nafiu pax mi ba mu netargj.

Caq bi deg na, per yi ne tasar.

Bés boobu ca ngoon sa, taalibe yaa
nga daje woon ca genn kér, téu ca
biir ndax ragal Yawut yi. Yeesu ne
téll d seen biir. (Jn 20:19)

Ni Obajanekke ci kaw yoon, ne
tembelliasdae ak moom. (I Kings
18:7)

Buum g dafa ne tipp.

Dafa dégg bakk wi rekk ne walbit.

The pocket isfull of money.

He pushed him and the other fell fla
on the ground.

Reaching into his bag and taking out a
stone, he slungit and struck the
Philistine on the forehead. The gone
sank into hisforehead, and he fell face
down on the ground.

He brought a wholeloaf of bread.

Tirednesswas the reason he spread
out full length on the mat.

The room is vast; one can put another
bed in here.

| wasrightin front of him, | called him
but he said nothing.

Cut the bread exactly in two and give
him hisshare.

He left like a whirlwind and stared at
me.

He suddenly left and entered the car
which was waiting for him.

| wasobliged to remove the blouse as
it was too tight at the waid.

He wasjudged and thrown into prison.

The ocean is very calm.
The bulleg resounded.

The good without moving on the
corner waitingfor hisfriend.

He mug have been thirsty. He drank
the bisaap juicein one qulp.

Then he opened the seventh seal, there
was silence in heaven for about half an
hour..

He arrived unexpectedly.

They seal ed the hole completely.

The necklace broke and the pearls
scattered everywhere.

On the eveningof that first day of the
week, when the disciples were
together, with the doorslocked for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and sood
among them...

As Obadiah was wdking along, Elijah
met him.

Theropewas cut cleanly.

As s00n as heheard the watchword,
he returned suddenly.



newéyén to be completely Kér gaa ngi ne weyén.
empty of occupantsor
furniture
nexamm  tobecompletely lost Déggul dara, mu ngi ne xamm.
in one's thoughts
ne xés to collide violently Woto bi dafane xés cakaw garab gi.

ne yagg to have a quiltylook  Xale baa ngi ne yaggndax li mu saw
tubéyam.
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The house is totally empty.

He can't hear anything. He istotally
lost in histhoughts.

The car collided violently with the
tree.

The child has quilty look because he
has wet his pants.
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